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Pippa Wilson (far right) the British sailor who won a gold medal at the 2008 Beijing  

Olympics collected her New Yearôs Honour from Prince Charles at Buckingham Palace 

on 27th February  2009. Pippa was part of a trio nicknamed ñthree blondes in a boatò 

with Sarah Ayton and Sarah Webb who together won the gold medal in the Olympics. 

Pippaôs MBE was awarded for services to sport and her fellow sailors received OBEôs. 

The 2008 Olympics was the last time the Yngling group would race together following 

its removal from the 2012 Olympic programme.  

Sammy Miller, world ðrenowned motorcycle rider who won 11 British championships 

moved to New Milton to set up a Motorcycle museum in 1964. The museum based in 

Bashley Cross Road, New Milton houses over 400 motorcycles. Sammy's MBE was 

awarded for his services to Motorcycle heritage and he attended the ceremony with 

his wife Rosemary on 27th February. Sammy was recently inducted into the AMA  

Motorcycle Hall of Fame.  
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Supporting Church Hall refurbishment  

Spring 2009  

Sammy Miller  

At the Mayorôs Annual Dinner held at the Barton-on-Sea Golf Club on Friday 

27th February 2009, Town Mayor Cllr John Hutchins presented a cheque for 

£500 as his New Forest District Council local member's ward allowance to the 

Reverend Andrew Bailey in aid of the St Mary Magdalene Parish Church Hall 

refurbishment program in Church Lane, New Milton.  

The Church Hall was built in the 1930ôs and in need of total refurbishment. If 

this had not been undertaken, the building would probably have had to close. 

The Hall is used extensively by local community groups as well as by the 

Church.  The refurbishment project took place over four years and was  

carried out during the Summer months. The first phase was a new toilet suite 

with disabled and nappy changing facilities, a new office, heating, and storage 

area. Phase two was the installation of a fully-equipped catering kitchen and 

decoration of the small hall. The following year, new windows were fitted 

throughout the building and a disabled ramp and fire doors were installed. 

The final work was completed last year with the re-decoration of the main 

hall and exterior.  

Much of the considerable cost of the project was raised by donations and an 

on-going diary of fund -raising events. The Parish Church is most grateful for 

the generous donations it has received from NFDC and NMTC. 

Rev Andrew Bailey of St Mary  Magdalene Parish 

Church, New Milton accepting the £500 cheque 

from Cllr John Hutchins, Town Mayor  

Three gongs for three blondes 

Pippa Wilson & Sammy Miller receive MBE  
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Joint Civic Service ða partnership of prayer and praise  

A combined civic service was held by the Chairman of New Forest District Council, Cllr Paul Woods, and the Mayor of New Milton 
Town Council, Cllr John Hutchins, at the historic parish church of St Mary Magdalene in New Milton on Sunday March 8.  

Civic heads from Hampshire and Dorset, mayors and chairmen of towns and parishes with district and town and parish councillor s, 
together with clergy of other churches in the New Milton area, joined representatives of the voluntary services, charities and  
members of the public at the service. It was led by the Rev Andrew Bailey, assisted by Rev John Fowler, Pastor of the New Life 
Church, and Rev Paul Taylor of Hordle Parish Church. Readings were given by Cllr Woods and Town Clerk Graham Flexman. 

Cllr Woods said: ñI was particularly pleased at the excellent turnout and to see so many of my fellow civic heads, both from  
elsewhere in Hampshire and Dorset, and also the mayors and chairmen of towns and parishes. I found the service uplifting and 
hope others attending felt the same way. My thanks go to Rev Andrew Bailey and the other clergy who joined us to make the service 
a true community event.ò 

Cllr Hutchins said: ñThe service brought together a wide cross-section of the community and I too was thrilled to see so many there. 
It was an excellent opportunity for the district and town councils to come together in a joint event.ò 

Four pupils of the Arnewood School assisted with the collection, which is being divided between the Chairman of New Forest  
District Councilôs charities, Oakhaven Hospice and First Opportunities, and the St Mary Magdalene Church Hall Restoration Fund. 

Refreshments were provided after the service in the newly-refurbished church hall, when many local New Milton residents had the 
opportunity to view the restoration work for the first time.  

 
 
 
 

St Mary Magdalene Parish Church, New Milton Four mayors with Cllr Paul Woods, NFDC Chairman 

Four mayors of New Milton, Lymington, Fordingbrdige 

and Ringwood 
Cllr John Hutchins, Rev Andrew Bailey and Cllr Paul Woods 

New Milton Town Council  


