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Part 1 – Introduction, Acknowledgements & Route
A) Introduction
The following report summarises the findings of the weekly butterfly transects
undertaken by the New Forest Transect Group on Barton Common during 2017.
The route was established in 2013.
In addition, comparisons are made with our results from previous years.
Recording protocols are in accordance with the United Kingdom Butterfly Monitoring
Scheme Guidelines.
By adopting Butterfly Conservation terminology, the term ‘index’ is used throughout
though, for most purposes, this is synonymous with ‘count’.
B) Acknowledgements
This report was compiled by Bob Annell, with the assistance of Derek Hankinson,
Trevor Bumfrey and checked by Angie Humphries.
A more detailed analysis, together with the raw data is available to Group Members
and Landowners on request.
C) Transect Route
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.Part 2 - Overall Summary

New Milton Town Council and the New Forest National Park Land Advice Service secured
funding from the Higher Level Stewardship Scheme to improve the habitat on the common.
Scrub and bracken clearance has taken place with the aim of returning the common to two
thirds grassland and one third scrub and woodland which will benefit wildlife and enhance
biodiversity. These conservation activities are seen as a long term improvement.
The New Forest ponies were taken off the common for the Winter and returned during the
early Summer. Butterfly numbers almost doubled compared to 2016 but were still less than
2015. This increase is typical of 2017 transects in this area.
It was a good year for Meadow Brown which overtook Gatekeepers as the most abundant
species
Silver-washed Fritillaries were observed again at a greater abundance than previously seen
since the transect began in 2013, Green Hairstreak were present but again in lower numbers,
however, they were also observed in a different part of the common which is not covered by
the transect. Maybe the colony is moving?

Section 5 – Scrub cleared

Section 1

Section 7 – Week 2

Section 6 – Scrub cleared

Section 8

Section 9
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Part 3 - 2017 Flight Periods

All of the above observations regarding flight periods are based on Alan Thornbury's Hampshire
Flight Chart

www.purple-emperor.co.uk

Section 3
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Part 4 - Weekly Indices

Meadow Brown emerged in Week 12, earlier than last year, accounting for the peak. They
were also the main contributor to the peak in week 16 along with Speckled Wood.

Section 4
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Part 5 - Species Overview
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Part 6 - Species per Section
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6 of 10

Part 7 - Annual Comparison Indices

Section 3 remains the most prolific, whilst Section 7 returned good numbers again
compared to 2016. Section 3 has been unaffected by conservation activities as it
crosses the golf course to the cliff top. Section 8 goes through deep shaded woodland
where butterflies will always be minimal.

It is notable that species diversity increased this year, following last years decline, in the
areas where conservation activities took place in 2015/16.
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Part 8 - Annual Species Variation
Highest species counts/annum highlighted by red shaded box
indicates decrease
indicates increase
=indicates no change

The most significant change is that of the Silver-washed Fritillary, which were observed
in the highest numbers since this transect began recording. Although Green-veined
White were also seen at their highest level, some of this is almost certainly due to
recording issues.
Small Heath showed signs of recovery, although the Skipper numbers remain low.
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Appendix 1 - Weather
A dry, warm winter with some very windy periods. Spring was dry and warm with a generally
unsettled summer.
October – December 2016
October was significantly drier than normal with only 32% of the average rainfall. November
brought Storm Angus and a period of wet and windy weather with typical sunshine levels but
slightly cooler. December saw an anticyclone dominate our weather with only 21% of the
normal rainfall, warmer temperatures and more sunshine than average.
January – March 2017
January was cool with more sunshine and typical rainfall. February was warmer than normal
(+2.5ºC), close to typical rainfall but very dull and windy with a number of trees blown down
in our area. March was dry with only 44% of the average rainfall and a significantly higher
average temperature (+3.4ºC).
April – June 2017
April was warm (+1.4ºC), dry (-81%) and sunny (+34%) compared to the average. May
brought some much needed rain (+27%), typical amounts of sunshine but 1.5ºC higher
temperature. June was changeable with some wet and windy weather interspersed with
warm sunny periods.
July – September 2017
July was wet with double the average rainfall, slightly warmer (+0.7 ºC) and typical levels of
sunshine. August was cool (-0.5ºC) and unsettled with 27% more rain than average.
September was similar to August, with 15% more rain, -0.5ºC cooler and slightly below
average sunshine.
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/climate/uk/summaries

Local Rainfall (mm) - Southampton

http://www.southamptonweather.co.uk/wxhistory.php
Transect Weather
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Appendix 2 - Photographs

Painted Lady – Eric Read

Comma – Eric Read

Small Heath – Eric Read

Small Copper – Trevor Bumfrey

Small Tortoiseshell – Trevor Bumfrey

Green Hairstreak – Trevor Bumfrey

Holly Blue (f) – Trevor Bumfrey

Speckled Wood – Trevor Bumfrey

Large Skipper (m) – Trevor Bumfrey

Whitethroat – Trevor Bumfrey
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