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Update on Listed Building Working Party projects – June 2021.
These projects have come out of working party discussions and aim to highlight historical interest
whilst offering enhancement to the surrounding areas.
1. Air Raid Shelter, Avenue Road junction with Station Road
Plans have been drafted for a tidy up of surrounding land by removing a dead tree, excess
vegetation including ivy and graffiti spray from end of building, plus removal of fly-tipped
items. This cutting back will make the building more visible from the road. The enhancement
proposals include a Heritage Information Board fitted to NW end wall, detail provided by
Nick Saunders and designed by Polo Graphics. Raised beds to be fitted along end wall and
that adjacent Station Road, to contain annuals for 2021 and then wildflowers from next
Spring. Plaque to be fitted into largest bed, detailing partnership working. The area nearest
McColl’s to have low level native ground cover and bluebells. Small sections of fencing
would also be fitted to discourage further fly-tipping. Plans available on request.
POINTS TO NOTE
a) All consultation with relevant utility companies has been positive, content for works to
go ahead as it does not affect their provision of services or access to equipment on site.
b) NMTC staff will conduct the clearance works.
c) NM Residents Association have agreed to fund the works and their Community Garden
team will be doing the planting. They are currently seeking a groundworks company to
prepare the area, so far October is the earliest date available.
d) The landowners (PHP) have been engaged, and consent for the works has been sought.
They will require a Wayleave document completed which they will provide and are
looking for a long-term commitment to maintain the land. It is possible this project fits
one of their company priorities and if so, may even have funds attached!
e) Leaseholders Coastal Medical Partnership, McColl’s and Lloyds Pharmacy have all been
consulted. To date only Coastal Medical have responded, which was supportive.
2. St Mary Magdalen Church Yard
This project would see some sympathetic enhancements to encourage visitors to the historic
graves contained and increase biodiversity. NFDC officers have been kept informed so as not
to duplicate actions from the Green Routes project. The drafted plans show a new Heritage
Information Board at the pedestrian access from Church Lane, and again from the car park
to the church. These would detail a poster of the Heritage Walk and a poem about the
church yard by New Milton born poet John Heath-Stubbs. The proposals include fingerposts
for 5 of the most historical graves, which will have plaques to indicate a QR code for access
to further information on the Milton Heritage Society website.
POINTS TO NOTE
a) The proposals have been well received by Rev. Bailey and several Church Wardens, one
of which is now on the Working Party.
b) The grave for Helene Stubbs (no relation to John Heath-Stubbs) is within NFDC
cemetery. They have advised they will not permit any type of additional signage in their

Amenities Committee
13 July 2021

c)

d)
e)

f)
g)
h)

Appendix 1
PUBLIC

area. They have suggested a blue plaque which could be mounted on the cemetery
gates once they have been refurbished (2021-22).
We have received a price for requested signage, however, have pending queries. Hence
there is no full costing currently available. Materials have been chosen that should
withstand potential vandalism.
Contact has been made to the NF Beekeepers Association and there is an interested
party who has viewed the site and noted several potential locations.
A recent site visit with Bob Lord highlighted potential for four bat boxes on a Sweet
Chestnut tree close to the church, 3 open fronted and 3-hole fronted bird boxes in the
Maples close to the boundary with NFDC cemetery. The path edge could also be
strimmed to increase the ecotone (ascending height of vegetation created to increase
diverse range of habitats).
Suggestion that the Men’s Shed might make the 4 bat boxes if materials are supplied. Mr
Lord has created a suitable design.
There is currently no organisation that have shown interest in taking on the works.
Funding has yet to be sought, which may be via the Heritage Lottery Fund.

Theresa Elliott

28 June 2021
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Tree Work Policy
A Guide for Residents
1. We are in a very fortunate position to live and work in the New Forest area, with thousands of visitors
flocking to the region each year to appreciate the lush, picturesque landscapes that surround us. New
Milton, Barton-on-Sea and district also benefit from many specimens of tree that have been standing for
hundreds of years, far outdating some of the housing in the town. Thankfully proposed new developments
are now more mindful of the value of trees, in particular native species, often significantly adding to the
resource for a site and bound by planning condition.
2. Significant changes in our environmental responsibilities have occurred since this policy was first issued,
not least the widening actions needed to combat the effects of climate change. Furthermore, the Town
Council has been proactive in managing the environment and seeking ways to encourage others to
appreciate biodiversity. In recognition of this, the authority has enshrined within the Neighbourhood Plan
(2016-2036) the objective ‘To protect and enhance the natural environment supporting net gains in
biodiversity’. There are several areas in the town, including Barton Common and Ballard Meadow and
woodland that have been declared Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (S.I.N.C.). These sites
support an estimated 20,000 trees.
3. The Town Council is a major landowner in the town. As landowners responsible for trees we have a duty of
care to manage the land in the best interests for nature conservation, to support and encourage public
access whilst taking reasonable steps to prevent foreseeable harm to people or property. To fulfil this,
Town Council trees are proactively assessed on a cyclical basis, through a Tree Management contract with
New Forest District Council. We have prioritised categories of sites as below (para. 9), and their
Arboriculturist inspects the sites and advises us of the work necessary.
4. Pruning can reduce a tree’s amenity value and cause damage which could lead to decay or
disease. A tree’s value is not only aesthetic, collectively they also
•

•

control storm water, reducing the risk of flooding

•
•

conduct the capture & storage of carbon dioxide • remove air pollutants
• provide invertebrate, bird and bat habitats
increase sense of well-being
the presence of trees can add 5-15% to the value of property, up to 27% to the value of undeveloped land

•

buffer cold winds therefore lower heating costs

many of these can be reduced when non-essential pruning takes place.
5. There is a presumption against pruning or felling of any tree on Town Council land unless it is
• As part of our Tree Management contract with New Forest District Council;
• Statutory works to maintain clearances for paths and roads;
• Necessary on designated S.I.N.C. as part of an agreed management policy where nature conservation
interests require minimal tree removal to create a mosaic of habitats for wildlife;
• To prevent foreseeable injury to persons (assessed by Town Council with NFDC);
• To prevent foreseeable damage to property (i.e. over hanging roof of house/outbuilding. Subsidence
concern must be first addressed to your house insurance company who will contact us direct. The
safety of a tree will be assessed by NFDC and their decision is final);
• To improve the growth of other trees;
• To reduce or prevent the spread of disease or other works in the interests of good tree management.
The Town Council will ensure that at least 2 trees of native origin are planted for each tree felled on Town
Council land. (Separate policy document applies).
Adopted ? Revision 4 – June 2021

Amenities Committee – 13 July 2021

Appendix 2
PUBLIC

6. This policy supersedes any previous arrangement of tree maintenance of Town Council land. If the advice
is to fell a tree for one of the above reasons, the Town Council will adhere to its own Tree Replacement
Policy.
7. Circumstances where the Town Council wil not prune or fell trees include
•
•

• Loss of light
• Loss of TV reception
Overhanging branches
Nuisance from fallen leaves, twigs, cones, Honeydew drip, deposits e.g. bird droppings etc.

8. Things you can do
Trees that are covered by Tree Preservation Order or in a Conservation Area
Neighbours must seek consent for the work from the Local Planning Authority. Most of the town is covered
by the New Forest District Council tree team, contactable on 02380 295345. The northern part of Bashley
ward is covered by the National Park Authority, contactable on 01590 646620. The Town Council Planning
Committee is advised of all applications for works to these protected trees and will comment accordingly.
Trees that are not covered by a Tree Preservation Order or in a Conservation Area
Neighbours have a right in common law to prune overhanging growth back to the boundary line.
Please see next paragraph regarding the arisings from such pruning.
In both circumstances
Although the land we own is public open space, residents nor their contractors can enter the land to carry
out works to trees without Town Council consent. If employing the services of a contractor for pruning, the
tree surgeon will only be able to prune from your side of the boundary. If they require access to the Town
Council side, they must contact us to provide a copy of their Public Liability (£5m), Health & Safety and
Environmental Sustainability policy documents, as we have a duty to safeguard others using the land. If a
resident’s actions/instructions leave a tree in such a condition that works are needed to make it safe, or
damage or injury is caused, they are likely to be liable. Any works should be kept to an absolute minimum.
Arisings remain the property of the tree owner and by law should be offered back. It is the Town Council’s
policy to decline their return and therefore any arisings should be disposed of appropriately and not be
deposited over the boundary. This can
damage trees (preventing root access to air and water), can make tree assessment more difficult (important
defects may be invisible beneath piled up arisings) and can also lead to damage of boundary fences. In
most cases it is acceptable to appropriately dispose of arisings, by being taken off site to the green waste
area at your local amenity site or removed by your contractor.
9. Tree Management Cyclical Inspections
The highest risk areas will be subjected to annual inspections. We will carry out in-house inspection of the
same sites the next working day following a storm event as advised by the Met Office, as case law has
determined appropriate (Whitley Parish Council vs Cavanagh 2019) All other sites will be inspected as
indicated below.

Adopted ? Revision 4 – June 2021
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1
7
16
21
24

27
36
38
43
44

2
3
12
15
17
18
32

War Memorial
Recreation Ground
Great Ballard Lake
(SINC)
Fernhill Lane
Danewood Estate
(SINC)
Rear of Western
Avenue

High use yearround
High use yearround
Matures near
primary road
Matures near
primary road
High use,
predominant
wind
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ANNUAL
35Fernhill Lane

2022/23
Ashley Sports Ground
Former playground,
Lower Ashley
Willowdene Copse,
Ashley
Lower Ashley
Allotments
Faircourt, York
Avenue
Lymington Road
allotments
Carrick Way, Ashley
(SINC)

41Ashington Park

2021/22
8 Brook Avenue
11Oakwood Avenue
13Upper Ashley
Allotments
14Middle Ashley
Allotments
19Danewood estate

2020/21
Chatsworth Park
Fernhill Lane Sports
Ground
Deer Park estate
Ballard Meadows
(SINC)
Stem Lane

37Carrick Way/Caird
Avenue
42Forest Oak Drive

Same area as 38

26Hollands Wood
Drive
28Cull Lane
33Fernhill Lane
45Earlswood Park

Matures near primary
road
High use path to
supermarket
Matures near primary
road
High use path to
supermarket

Opposite Ballard Lake
Allotment site
Allotment site

Part of Danewood
estate
Part of Danewood
estate
Same area as 16/42

2023/24
Allotment site

4 Chaucombe Green

Allotment site

5 Barton Common
(SINC)
6 Long Meadow

Woodland

20Fawcetts Field

Including football club

25Becton Lane
allotments
30Moores Close

Allotment site
Part of Fawcetts Field

A copy of this policy is available in large print, and can be viewed on our
website www.newmiltontowncouncil.gov.uk

Welcome to the Milton Parish

Recreation Ground
Since the Recreation Ground was first bequeathed
to the people of Milton Parish in September 1920,
it has been enhanced with tributes to prominent
local residents, recognition of historical events and
the installation of sports and leisure activities.
The map explains where these are located and the
story behind them.

7. Benny Fairfax

1. George Campbell Wheeler VC
George Campbell Wheeler (1880-1938)
served in the 9th Battalion of the Ghurka
Rifles in World War One. On 23rd February
1917 at the Shumran bend on the River
Tigris in Mesopotamia (now Iraq), Major
Wheeler led a party of Ghurkas across the
river and gained a foothold on the
opposing bank. Turkish forces counter
attacked. In spite of a severe bayonet
wound to his head, Wheeler held the
position allowing other British forces to
cross and push back the enemy. For this
action Major George Wheeler was awarded the Victoria Cross.
The medal was presented to him in 1919 by King George V. He
was later promoted to Lieutenant Colonel. He retired to Beach
Avenue in Barton on Sea and died on 26th August 1938 aged 58
at the Grove Nursing Home. He is buried at St. Mary Magdalene
churchyard in Old Milton. His Victoria Cross stone can be found
beside the memorial cross.
2. Reverend Kelsall bench
The Reverend John Edward Kelsall was the rector of Milton Parish
from 1897 until he died in 1924 at the age of 60. He made a huge
contribution to the town, not least of which was the creation of
the Recreation Ground and the War Memorial. The stone bench in
front of the War Memorial was donated by the people of Milton
Parish in tribute to Reverend Kelsall. The bench was originally
sited near to the children’s play area.

3. Memorial plaque
The memorial plaque and stone was placed on the Recreation Ground in 2002. The
plaque records that the Recreation Ground was provided by public subscription and
donation in memory of the men of New Milton who gave their lives in the service of
their country in the First World War.

4. World War Two 1939-1945 bench
The 1939–1945 bench is placed on the Recreation Ground in memory of the 143 men and
women of Milton Parish who lost their lives during the Second World War.

Benny Fairfax was brought up in New Milton and educated at Ashley
and Arnewood School. From an early age he was passionate about
skateboarding. He was involved with other skatepark users in the
design of the upgraded skatepark you see today. Benny has gone on to
be a leading professional skateboarder and manager of the England
team. He has also starred in films about skateboarding.

8. World War One 1918-2018 Centenary bench
The World War One centenary bench was provided by a New Milton resident during the
centenary celebration to commemorate the end of the First World War.

9. The Alice Tai bench

5. The “Mikey” Jones bench
Michael "Mikey" Jones MBE is a British
paralympic swimmer. He represented
Britain at the 2016 Summer
Paralympics in Rio de Janeiro winning
gold in the 400 metre freestyle. Mikey
was born in Poole in June 1994. He
began swimming at the age of 10 and
was a member of the New Milton
Seagulls swimming club. He attended
Mount Kelly School on a swimming scholarship and was
a pupil at Ballard School in New Milton before studying
at Loughborough University. Mikey was made a
Member of the Order of the British Empire in the 2016
New Year Honours for his services to swimming.

6. The Performance Pavilion
The Performance Pavilion was built
to commemorate the Diamond
Jubilee of HM Queen Elizabeth II in
2012. It is used free of charge for
the benefit of the community for
public music and performance
events in the Recreation Ground. It
was unveiled in 2013 by former Southampton football
manager Lawrie McMenemy MBE, Honorary President
of the Special Olympics GB.

Alice Tai MBE is a British paralympic swimmer who has represented
Great Britain at European and World Championships and at the
Commonwealth and Paralympic Games, winning gold medals at all
levels. Alice was born in Poole in 1999 and grew up in New Milton. She
began swimming at the age of eight and was a member of the Seagulls
Swimming Club in New Milton. At the 2016 Summer Paralympics in Rio
de Janeiro, Alice and the British team won a gold medal in the 4 x 100
metre medley relay and a bronze medal in the 100m backstroke. She
also won a gold medal in the 100m backstroke at the 2018
Commonwealth Games in Australia. Alice was made a Member of the Order of the
British Empire in the 2016 New Year Honours for her services to swimming.

10. 1914-1918 bench
The 1914–1918 bench is placed on the Recreation Ground in memory of the 83 men and
women of Milton Parish who lost their lives in the First World War.

11. Memorial plaque
The two pieces of Purbeck Stone and the plaques were placed on the Recreation Ground
in 2002. The stones each weigh one and a half tons and were donated by New Milton
Sand and Ballast. The plaques commemorate the Recreation Ground being purchased by
public subscription as a memorial to the men and women of Milton Parish who gave
their lives in World War One.

Trees on the Recreation Ground
When the field was bought for use as a Recreation Ground, the Reverend Kelsall
recorded that there were oak, ash and thorn trees growing naturally. The Reverend
Kelsall and local residents later planted lime, sycamore, birch, red horse chestnut,
white poplar, Norway maple, Chile pine, acacia, yew, Monterey cypress and holm
oak. The oak trees that can be seen running along the edge of the Recreation
Ground by Old Milton Road were part of the old field boundary when this was still
farm land. The oak tree nearest to the crossroads is known as ‘The Veteran Oak’. In
2020, New Milton Town Council adopted a ‘Plant a Tree’ policy which allows local
residents of Milton Parish to plant a tree native to the UK.

The history of the Milton Parish

Recreation Ground
T

he land we now know as ‘The Rec’ was part of the Fernhill Manor estate
and is mentioned in the Domesday Book of 1086. Eventually it came into
the possession of John Fromond who on his death in 1420 bequeathed it to
Winchester College. He was a steward of the college and looked after their
many estates and possessions.

1898 Ordnance Survey map showing Hayward’s Farm
area highlighted in green.

‘The Rec’ area was farmland and was known as Whitefield Farm on the 1841
Tithe Map. The farm covered an area which today is roughly from south of the
railway line, north of Old Milton Road, west of Station Road and east of
Vincent Road. It comprised of a number of small fields the largest of which
was five acres in size. The farm house and associated buildings were at the
corner of what is now the Station Road crossroads running along Old Milton
Road to the south eastern edge of the Recreation Ground. The farm land
owned by Winchester College was rented out to tenants.

The 1911 census tells us that the tenant of the farm was William Hayward and his family. It was now called
Hayward’s Farm. William was born in Milton Village where his father had been the owner of Manor Farm. In the
1901 census, it tells us that Mr Hayward was the tenant at Oakfield Farm, New Milton. This may have been the
name used for the farm after it had been Whitefield Farm and before becoming Hayward’s Farm.

He went on to say that he did not apologise for
naming the field a ‘Recreation Ground’ since he
wanted to see people “re-created” by sport. He
believed that when people were “out of health,
despondent or ill-humoured” they could be “restored
to health, cheerfulness and good temper” by using the
facilities. His sermon was entitled ‘A Garden of
Memory’ in which he emphasised the benefits of the
site and compared the Memorial Cross with a nearby
captured trophy of a German artillery gun.

W

ORLD WAR ONE had a devastating
impact on the people of Milton Parish
as it did for the rest of the country and
abroad. There were 83 men of the Parish
who lost their lives in the war.
The Rector of Milton
Parish at the time was the
Reverend John Edward
Kelsall. He had been the
vicar at Boldre until 1897
when he moved to Milton.
He was a really good man
who was assionate about
wildlife and conservation.
Reverend Kelsall picked
Reverend John Edward Kelsall
up on the need to
commemorate the names of the Miltonians who
had been lost in the war. He started a public
collection to buy a plot of land and erect a war
memorial in honour of the Milton fallen. A grand
sum of £850 was raised by public subscription.
William Hayward had, through ill health, given up
farming by the end of World War One and had
sold his land to a Mr Matterson, a wealthy local
pharmacist living in Fernhill Lane, who at his
own expense arranged for the north end of the
recreation ground to be turned into a bowling
green and tennis courts.
Reverend Kelsall passed away in 1924 at the age
of 60. He is commemorated with the stone bench
near the War Memorial.

T

he War Memorial was unveiled on 26th of
September 1920 to a large crowd including
veterans, boy scouts, girl guides, school children and
locals. The Reverend A.C.G. Rendall, in his address to
the crowd, said that the cross represented the fallen
men of Milton and that they were not forgotten.
Reverend Kelsall announced that the ground had been
given to the town, debt free “to be used henceforth for
the good of the whole Parish”.

An aerial view of New Milton c.1925 looking north showing
the Recreation Ground at the top of the photograph.

In the October 1920 Parish magazine, Reverend
Kelsall recorded what trees had been growing
naturally on the Recreation Ground, what had been
planted by the time the memorial was unveiled and
what had been promised. He also gave a list of shrubs
he hoped to have donated.
Close study of the dedication photo shows that only
the area around the memorial cross appears to have
been developed. The rest is still very much a farmers
field. Later the ground was turned into a football pitch
in the winter and a cricket pitch in the summer.

A late 1940s aerial view of central New Milton showing the
Station Road crossroads and the Recreation Ground.
Scan for more information
on the history of the
Recreation Ground
and War Memorial

The War Memorial in the mid 1920s showing the football pitch.

