NEW MILTON TOWN COUNCIL

TO: MEMBERS OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE

Councillors: G R Blunden (Chairman) D E Hawkins
M Craze (Vice Chairman) D A Rice-Mundy
A D O'Sullivan V E Schooling
R Murrow C F Baker
J M Baker

Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Amenities Committee of New Milton Town
Counci! will be held on TUESDAY 30 MAY 2023 at 6.30pm, in the Town Council Offices,
Town Hall, 2 Ashley Road, New Milton, Hampshire BH25 6AS.

G P FLEXMAN 19 May 2023
TOWN CLERK

Prior to the commencement of formal business and at the discretion of the
Chairman, a short period of Public Participation may take place. Members of the
public may speak on any item(s) appearing on the public agenda, or on any other
matter that falls within the Committee’s terms of reference.
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AGENDA

Apologies
Declarations of Interest: To note any declarations of interest made by members.

Public Participation: To note any items raised during public participation period.

Minutes: To confirm the Minutes of the Meetings held on 28 February and 15 May.
Matters Arising: (if any).

Terms of Reference: To note the Terms of Reference of the Amenities Committee.

Working Parties: To note and express interest in joining various WPs (Appendix 1).

Proiect Groups: To note and express interest in joining various PGs (Appendix 2).

Correspondence: To consider any correspondence received.

Land Use réquests: To note any requests received.

Vision Plan: Review development of Fawcetts Field / Moore Close facilities. (Appendix 3).

Community Garden: Update regarding launch of this new community facility. (Appendix 4).

New Milton Men's Shed: Update regarding opening / topping out ceremony. (Appendix 5).

Barton Common: To consider draft Management Plan prepared by Ranger. (Appendix 6).

Ballard Meadow: To consider future grazing options using the most appropriate livestock.

Local Nature Reserves: To receive information about proposed designations of two SINCs.

Carrick Way Woodland: To receive update on tree management in this public open space.

Ashely Rec Project: Verbal update regarding the next phase of development at Ashley Rec

Chairman’s Items: To note any urgent items or significant matters of interest to Amenities.

Date of Next Meeting: Tuesday 11 July 2023 at 6.30pm in the Town Hall, New Milton.




PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSIONS TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960

The Chairman will move that the public be excluded from the meeting for the following
items of business pursuant to section 1 of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act
1960, on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reasons of
the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. (If required)

Distribution:

Members of the Amenities Committee

Other Town Councillors

District Councillor Mrs J L Cleary

County Councillors M Kendall, K Mans, F Carpenter
NMRA

Press

Estates & Facilities Manager
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Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee of New Milton Town Council held on
Monday 28" February 2023 at 6.30 pm at the Town Hall, Ashley Road, New Milton, BH25 6AS.

Chairman p G R Blunden
Vice Chairman P D E Hawkins
Councillors: p M Craze p C V Ward

D A Rice-Mundy ) A D O'Sullivan

R Murrow ) V E Schooling
In Attendance:
Councillor: S J Clarke
Officers: G Flexman - Town Clerk M Jeffries — Estates Manager

T Elliott — Assistant Town Clerk J Bean — Committee Administrator

The Chairman welcomed ten members of the public to the meeting, as well as the local reporter.
Public Participation

Bob Lord is Chairman of the Friends of Ballard Water Meadow. He advised that one of the
requirements of the HLS funding scheme is for education. The scheme has now been extended up
to 2028. Various activities have been organised at Ballard including school visits to learn about
woodcraft, bird territories and insects. He is keen to engage bigger groups and he is keen to
purchase a Moth Trap which would enable them to attract moths for moth trapping nights. The traps
are very portable and so it could be used at Barton Common as well as Ballard. The trap would
attract various species of moths who could be studied and examined before being released back
into the wild. The trap costs £430, the Friends of Ballard Water Meadow do not have that money
and sought contribution from the councillors. The trap would help to fulfil the requirement for
education in the HLS agreement. (Post Meeting Note: Grant received from HBIC)

Julia Stamper is the chair of the Community Garden Committee. She had been invited by the
chairman to provide an update. She advised that there has been a lot of work going on. The
application to the Charity Commission to set the charity up has been submitted. Some funds have
been raised and there are a couple of outstanding funding applications. She was hoping for a bit
more visibility on the Town Council website. She had been to Fawcetts field and was very pleased
to see that the pipe for the new water supply has been put in. She said that the practical work on the
garden would begin this month. She asked when the path infrastructure would be instated and when
the pines would be coming down.

Goff Beck is a former councillor and chair of the Friends of the Indian Soldiers Memorial committee.
He gave a short history of the Town Council involvement with the Memorial including Ted Horne
BEM alerting the Town Council to its importance to the community. The monument had been steam
cleaned. A representative of the Indian High Commission was present at the inaugural 2018 event
as was the Lord Lieutenant of Hampshire, and many others. He reported that he had received an
email from Brigadier Vikram Gill who attended the Act of Remembrance last year. He had been
advised of the plans for the mural of Khudadad Khan to be placed on the wall close to the Indian
Obelisk he sent an email in response which described the plans as a “laudable effort”.
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Nick Saunders is a local historian. He advised that there is no single place for the descendants of
the Indian soldiers who died in the New Forest to visit to remember their dead. He found a document
in the British Library which referred to the fact that there was an intention to erect memorials to the
soldiers that died in the New Forest at the time. It is not clear why it did not happen at the time, but
the need was recognised. And it seems to him that the logical place for such a memorial would be
at the Indian Obelisk.

He went on to address the particular criticisms which were made at the last Amenities Meeting on
23" January. Namely that any mural should celebrate the ordinary soldiers rather than just one man.
Nick advised that Khudadad Khan had been a private soldier at the time of his gallant action. And
that the names of the fallen soldiers would be commemorated as well. So far as the issue with
putting his picture onto a toilet block wall, he understood the concern about the issue of respect. But
Brigadier Vikram Gill has visited the site and was happy with where it is to go as were the
representatives of the Asian Community on the committee. He was pleased that the matter was
being discussed in such detail.

Callum is a student at Durlston Court School. He gave some background on the events which had
led to Khudadad Khan being awarded his VC.

Mr Petty a history teacher at Durlston Court School made the suggestion that a board displaying the
mural and other information could be sited on the grass verge in front of The Dome former hotel
building adjacent to the Indian Obelisk, and spoke of the religious significance of the dome to the
Indian soldiers and offered it as an alternative space, close to and overlooking the Obelisk.

113. APOLOGIES
Clirs D Rice-Mundy and R Murrow.

114. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.

115.  PUBLIC PARTICPATION

The Chairman thanked Bob Lord and the Friends of Ballard Water Meadow for all their work.
So far as financing the moth trap he stated that individual councillors may be able to assist
him with the finance when they get their grant allocations for the next financial year.

There was then some discussion about the Town Council paying for the entirety of the moth
trap with Clir S Clarke speaking up for the idea, and Clir D Hawkins feeling that it's not a
priority given the financial issues facing so many New Milton residents.

The Chairman said that this could not, in any event, be decided this evening, the matter
should be brought back for further discussion in due course.

The Chairman thanked Julia Stamper for her update and said that the matter would be further
discussed at Item 10.

The Chairman then thanked all the speakers who spoke in relation to the Indian Obelisk and
Khudadad Khan and stated that the matter would be brought forward and Item 13 on the
agenda would be discussed next.
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INDIAN OBELISK MURAL

There was some discussion on this topic. Firstly, the wall on which the mural is due to be
sited is the responsibility of NFDC. A request for pre-application advice had been submitted
and the response is to be found at Appendix 2, previously circulated. NFDC advise there are
no concerns relating to visual amenity.

Clir S Clarke spoke about what a special place the Obelisk is and is keen to ensure that any
additions commemorate all the Indian soldiers, not simply Khudadad Khan. He suggested a
trip to the national arboretum where there are some inspiring memorials to fallen soldiers
from the First World War.

Clir D Hawkins was concerned that the ordinary soldiers should be remembered. Clir M
Craze was taken with the idea of siting a board in front of The Dome. Clir A O’ Sullivan
pointed to the fact that Khudadad Khan would be seen as a representative of the ordinary
soldiers, not simply in his own right. He felt a board would be more appropriate than the wall.

The Chairman summed up that this is a community led project and that they are looking to
the Amenities Committee for a steer, rather than anything hard and fast. He thought the
options were:

1. Another information board similar to the one currently in place.
2. A memorial stone with names of all the soldiers on it.

3. An information board opposite The Dome.
He understood that the friends’ group is not only looking for a steer, but that also they want
to geton with it. It is a very special site, almost unique in the country, there is an opportunity
to do something very special and ambitious although this would cost more than their current
plans, he felt that they would receive support if they sought it.
MINUTES
There were no amendments to the last Amenities Committee minutes held on 23 January.
It was,
RESOLVED:
That the Minutes of the meeting held on 23" January 2023, previously circulated, be

signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

The Minutes were duly signed.
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MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES

The Town Clerk confirmed all action points listed had been addressed and that some
appeared on this evening’s agenda.

Minute Action Points Action by date To be actioned by
98 a) Dropped Kerb at Molyneux Road ASAP Clir Mel Kendal
99 a) Land use request Circus Ginnett ASAP Administrator
99 b) Land use request Lions Club ASAP Administrator
99c) | Land use request New Life Church ASAP Administrator
99d) | Land use request Highcliffe Hawks ASAP Administrator

105 Bus stops at Bashley / Brockhills 01.06.23 Town Clerk / HCC
108 Khudadad Khan portrait as mural 10.07.23 Town Clerk / NFDC
109 Baseball facility at Fawcetts Field 2023-24 Estates Manager
111 Ashley Recreation Ground Project 30.01.23 Estates Manager
111 Funding completion of above 30.01.23 Town Clerk / F&GP

CORRESPONDENCE

The Town Clerk reported on a letter he had received from John Warden the Chair of the
Cango Users Forum.

He read the following extract:

‘I am heartened by a reply that | have received from the Department for Transport following
my letter to the Secretary of State for Transport the Rt Hon Mark Harper MP. The letter tells
me that ‘all English LTAs were asked in 2022 to publish Bus Service Improvement Plan
(BSIP) setting out their visions for the step-change in bus services needed — such as in rural
areas. ' it goes on to say ‘To support Local Transport Authorities to improve bus services in
their areas, we have provided over £1billion of new money to make bus services more
frequent.....". ‘Unfortunately, Hampshire County Council was unsuccessful in receiving BSIP
funding this time.”

The Town Clerk advised that there is a meeting on Monday 6" March to discuss the way
forward in relation to the £2,000 contribution made by the Town Council and which previously
contributed to the booking service and which might now be channelled to providing more
stops in the Bashley area for a stopping service. The Town Clerk will report back following
that meeting.
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LAND USE REQUESTS

a) Conservation Connection Bee Fayre — Saturday 26" August 2023 and Saturday 24"
August 2024

A request from Fran Carpenter to use the Recreation Ground for the annual Bee Fayre
in 2023 and 2024.

RESOLVED: Agreed, subject to our usual terms and conditions of use.
b) Lion’s Club — New Milton Recreation Ground - Saturday 20" August 2023

A request from Alan Watson of Lion’s Club to use the Recreation Ground for the New
Milton Town Show, as they have done in the past.

RESOLVED: Agreed, subject to our usual terms and conditions of use.

KING'S CORONATION

The Assistant Town Clerk reported that the most recent meeting took place on 9" February.
The Estates Manager had confirmed the facilities and the acts who would be attending. We
still have no timings for the actual Coronation. There is a further meeting next Thursday.
The notification has been submitted to SAG as it is likely to be a large event.

VISION PLAN

The Chairman advised that Men’s Shed had started work on their new premises having laid
the concrete base prior to delivery of their unit. Progress has also been made regarding the
Community Garden project, as follows.

COMMUNITY GARDEN

The Chairman confirmed that the new water pipe was now in at Fawcetts Field as mentioned
by Julia Stamper. He stated that the pine trees are due to be felled in the week commencing
13" March. In answer to Julia’s query about the footpath works, these form part of the wider
Vision Plan and are linked to the development in Gore Road which is some way off. He said
that if there was a problem with access, it may be that some interim work could be done to
make it easier for the group. It is to be hoped that the Community Orchard will be planted
this year together with the three oaks.

STREETSCENE IMPROVEMENTS

The Chairman referred to the ongoing question of improving the street scenes at Old Milton
Road, and Ashley Parade. HCC had no money to fund anything. The Town Council has
budgeted for hanging baskets and flower troughs in both areas but cannot do much more.
He advised that there is a “Supporting Villages” programme which he is hoping will provide
Ashley with some funding at district level.
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There was some discussion then about the terrible state of the pavement at Ashley Parade.
This land is not HCC land, it is in fact divided up between the shop owners. The Estates
Manager mentioned that HCC could issue a notice under the Highways Act for the
landowners to improve the land, but this is the only option open to them, and they were
unlikely to use it. There was a discussion about whether the Town Council could apply
pressure on HCC to take this action, but this would need consideration on another occasion.

The Chairman felt that further dialogue with HCC might help. Clirs C Ward and V Schooling
expressed their view that HCC was unsupportive of New Milton and more inclined to assist
other towns such as Lymington and Ringwood.

The Chairman moved on to discuss the issue of trees on Manor Road. HCC had said that
they were not happy for trees to be planted directly into the ground but they would be OK
with trees in containers. The Estates Manager had found a couple of possible options which
would look good and hopefully these could be put in place soon.

RECREATION GROUND LICENSING

The Assistant Town Clerk referred to Appendix 1, previously circulated being the revised
application form for events on the Recreation Ground. The variations have been approved.

Highlighted items 1,7 12, 47 and 50 were explained. The new ability to sell alcohol from
various stalls across the site has created new requirements in terms of consumption
management. This includes need to display signs near exits reminding of need to drink up
or pour away alcohol in an open vessel before leaving site. Signage is currently being
produced for this.

The Chairman stated that the new licensing requirements are not intended to give any
problems, simply to ensure the safety of visitors and residents. He wanted to make sure that
local groups could and would continue to use the Recreation Ground for local events,
particularly with this change allowing craft alcohol sellers.

He referred to the remit of the Amenities Committee which includes:

“The promotion of leisure activities and facilities which shall include maintenance of public
recreation grounds, parks ...... which are the responsibility of the Council...... This shall
include recommendations for financial assistance.”

He noted that there had been some issues with organisations hiring additional toilets for
events and he proposed that for future charity and community events the Town Council would
provide any necessary additional toilets at no extra cost. Members agreed.

It was,

RESOLVED: That the Town Council provide any necessary additional toilets for

community and charity events on the Recreation Ground at no extra cost. Terms and
Conditions of Use to be altered and reflect in relevant application forms.
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HLS EXTENSION

The Town Clerk referred to Higher Level Stewardship (HLS) Agreement Extension which had
been circulated at Appendix 3. The extension is for five years up to 2028. The monies
received for 2023 will be £3,735.33 dropping to £2,274 in years 2024-27 and then to
£1,5613.93in 2028. The Rural Payments Agency have set out what is required at Ballard and
Barton as far as maintenance of these sites is concerned.

By way of background, there are approximately 8,500 HLS agreements in existence. They
are still delivering important environmental benefits across the country, including SSSIs and
SINCs like Barton Common and Ballard Water Meadow where grazing was re-introduced.

Under European Union CAP (Common Agricultural Policy) rules, the Government could only
offer annual extensions for HLS agreements following Brexit in 2019. But from 2023 onwards,
the Government is able to offer existing agreement holders’ extensions of five years under
new domestic terms.

FESTIVE LIGHTS REPORT

The Assistant Town Clerk referred to Appendix 4, the report on 2022-23 Xmas displays which
had been circulated previously. There had been some initial problems with the switch on.
The display was greatly appreciated by traders and public alike.

The Chairman stated that this is the final year for their contract, and that certain adjustments
may be needed next year. But the lights are very important, and more sponsors should be
sought for the displays.

CHAIRMAN'S ITEMS

The Chairman mentioned that this is the final Amenities Committee meeting of this
administration. He thanked all the Committee members, the Officers and staff members who
have supported it.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Monday 30" May 2023 at 18.30 hours at the Town Council Offices, New Milton.

There being no further business to discuss, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending, and
closed the meeting at 8.20pm.

CHAIRMAN DATE
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Minute Action Points Action by date To be actioned by
116 Indian Obelisk Mural review 30 May 2023 Friends Group
119 CANGO meeting at Sway 6 March 2023 Town Clerk

120 a) Bee Fayre on the Rec 26 August 2023 ClIr Fran Carpenter

120 b) Lions Club — Town Show on Rec 20 August 2023

Alan Watson

121 King's Coronation event on Rec 6 May 2023

Estates Manager

122 Vision Plan — Fawcetts Field On-going

All

123 Community Garden initial works 13 March 2023

Estates Manager

124 Streetscene Improvements Ashley On-going

Town Clerk / HCC

125 Recreation Ground Licencing rules 1 April 2023

Assistant Town Clerk

126 Higher Level Stewardship scheme 16 Feb 2023

Town Clerk

127 Festive Lights Report - contract On-going

Assistant Town Clerk

Distribution:

Town Councillors

Estates & Facilities Manager

District Councillors J L Cleary

County Councillors M Kendal, F Carpenter and K Mans
New Milton Police

Press

Alan Watson — FOCUS & NMRA
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Minutes of the meeting of the Amenities Committee of New Milton Town Council held on
Monday 15 May 2023 at 7.18pm at the Town Hall, Ashley Road, New Milton, BH25 6AS.

Councillors: p C Baker p B Murrow
p J Baker p A O’ Sullivan
P G R Blunden p D Rice-Munday
p M Craze p V Schooling
p D Hawkins
Officers: G Flexman - Town Clerk H Ormerod — Administrative Assistant
T Elliott — Assistant Town Clerk M Jeffries — Estates & Facilities Manager
L Beardmore — Youth Services C Rabbito — Town Development Manager

J Bean — Committee Administrator

i ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

The Council Chairman, Clir D Hawkins in the Chair, called for nominations for the position of
Chair of the Amenities Committee.

Clir G Blunden was proposed by Clir M Craze and seconded by ClIr D Rice-Munday

2. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN

The Committee Chairman, Clir G Blunden in the Chair, called for nominations for the position
of Vice-Chair of the Amenities Committee.

Clir M Craze was proposed by Clir G Blunden and seconded by Clir V Schooling

3. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Tuesday 30 May 2023 at 6.30pm in the Town Hall, Ashley Road, New Milton.

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 7.20pm.

CHAIRMAN DATE

Distribution:

Town Councillors

Estates & Facilities Manager

District Councillors J L Cleary and C V Ward

County Councillors M Kendal, F Carpenter and K Mans
New Milton Police

Press

Alan Watson — NewMilton.net

Sue Larking - NMRA
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Appendix 1

WORKING PARTIES

Name

Membership

Bus Routes & Shelters To consider new bus routes
serving local communities around the town. To consider new

BUS ROUTES
Clir S Davies

BUS SHELTERS
Clir V Schooling

/ replacement bus shelters with more modern facilities. Clir D Hawkins Clir G Bliinden
Clir B Murrow Clir N Tungate
Graham Flexman, Town Clerk
Mark Jeffries, Estates Manager
Helen Ormerod, Admin Assistant
Events Licensing To consider the process for large CIIr G Blunden Theresa Elliott, Asst Town Clerk
external events and licensing arrangements on New Milton
Recreation Ground Clir S Clarke Mark Jeffries, Estates Manager
Listed Buildings (Planning) To investigate prominent Clir B Murrow Theresa Elliott, Asst Town Clerk
buildings in the town, for assessment against Heritage Clir S Clarke Nick Saunders, NM Heritage Society
England's statutory criteria and potential listing. ClIr Mrs V Schooling
Clir G Blunden i
Pavement Facilities Working Group  To create more Clir K Craze glrlgrl:gﬁ \élzgr:(;c::m'lgown Clerk
vibrancy in the town centre as well as providing additional Clir Mrs M Craze Ehiara Rabisio T!DM
space for local businesses to promote and sell their wares, CIIiA Reid '

to help them recover from the losses experienced during the
lockdowns and safe distancing. The group will be exploring
licensing opportunities, and how space might best be used
to encourage more shoppers and visitors and increase their
dwell time.

Pavilion Events  To encourage use of the Performance
Pavilion on the Recreation Ground by local bands and other

Clir G Blunden
Clir N Tungate

Mark Jeffries, Estates Manager

Joanna Hayward, Comms Officer

organisations at no cost to users or public. Clir A Reid

Clir D Hawkins
Streetscene Enhancement  To consider enhancements |ClIr G Blunden Mark Jeffries, Estates Manager
to the streetscene in Ashley and Old Milton Road Clir V Schooling

Clir D Hawkins

Clir G Blunden Graham Flexman, Town Clerk
Street Trading  To establish a strong weekly market for  |Clir D Hawkins Mark Jeffries, Estates Manager
the local community, raise the profile and support local Clir Mrs V Schooling Chiara Rabbito, TDM
businesses with increased footfall and visitor numbers. Clir A O'Sullivan
Xmas Lights To enhance the town's Christmas lights ClIr G Blunden Theresa Elliott, Asst Town Clerk
displays, extending coverage by means of additional Cllr D Hawkins Mark Jeffries, Estates Manager
displays sponsored by local businesses and organisations  |Clir Mrs V Schooling
and further investment. Clir A Q'Sullivan

Z:\Reports\NMTC WORKING PARTIES




New Milton Town Council

Appendix 2

Council Projects

Name of Project

Membership

1. Ashley Project

Clir D Rice-Mundy

Graham Flexman, Town Clerk

Clir M Craze Mark Jeffries, Estates Manager
To provide a range of new play equipment and natural play features for |Clir A Reid Jill Colclough, NFDC
children up to 12 years with accessible equipment for those with DDA |Clir G Blunden
requirements and their carers, together with new youth facility and storage. |Cllir D Hawkins
2.  Youth Trust & Youth Work ClIr S Clarke Sarah Connacher, Play & Youth
Clir A Reid Graham Flexman, Town Clerk

To address the needs and improve the life of young people in New Milton,
through the provisions of activities for personal and social development,
with the aim of providing a Youth Centre in the centre of town.

NMYT John Lay-Flurrie
NMYT Gordon Davies

NMYT Sue Larking

Anthony Harris, Solicitor

3. Vision Plan for Fawcetts Field ClIr G Blunden Graham Flexman, Town Clerk
Clir B Murrow Mark Jeffries, Estates Manager
i i lough
To consider the Vision Plan for Fawcetts Field, including BMX track, new g”rg Ee'dk. il Beictougly Cansultan
Play Areas, Community Garden and Orchard r dwiings
Clir M Craze
4. Environmental Sustainability (Action Plan) |Clir G Blunden Theresa Elliott, Asst Town Clerk
Clir A Reid Mark Jeffries, Estates Manager
To develop a local Environmental Sustainability Action Plan to assist the |Clir S Clarke Joanna Hayward, Comms Officer
Town Council in achieving a carbon neutral position by 2050. Clir K Craze
Clir S Davies
5. Green Routes Clir G Blunden Graham Flexman, Town Clerk
Clir M Craze Mark Jeffries, Estates Manager

To identify, survey, and promote walking routes from residential areas to
town centre destinations.

Chiara Rabbito, TDM

Joanna Hayward, Comms Officer
Jill Colclough, NFDC

6. Community Hub Project Clir A O'Sullivan Graham Flexman Town Clerk
: . ’ . ClIr G Blunden Anthony Harris Solicitor
_Wo_rkmg collaboratively Wlt.h the Trustees o_f the Memorial Centre for an Memorial Hall Trustees: Chiara Rabbito, TDM
iconic cultural and community hub to be achieved through redevelopment David Luker
of the Memorial Centre site and an adjacent parcel of Town Council land. kil Srevanssn
7. Fernhill Project ClIr G Blunden Theresa Elliott, Asst Town Clerk
Clir D Hawkins Mark Jeffries, Estates Manager
To consider alternative sports & recreational uses for additional land north |Clir S Clarke
of Fernhill. Clir K Craze
Clir A O'Sullivan
8. No 1 New Milton with SW Trains Clir K Craze Mark Jeffries, Estates Manager
To provide a community based project for residents and visitors of New |Cllr D Hawkins Theresa Elliott, Asst Town Clerk
Milton to learn and interact with local history by converting the derelict  [Clir A O'Sullivan Nick Saunders, NM Heritage Society

Station Masters House (1886) into a heritage centre.

Clir Mrs V Schooling

9. Well-being HUB

Representatives from W.Hants CCG, Coastal Medical

Partnership and oth

er interested parties including NHS

Z:\Reports\TNMTC Council Projects




@ Provide walking and cycling connections north/south by
upgrading and widening part of the existing lit path.

Enhance accessibility for informal use by providing surfaced
footpaths and links to new facilities.

@ Alternative Recreational Natural Green Space provided by
residential development of 5511- required to enhance access to
Fawcetts Field and Gore Road; provide play on site, approximately
1100m2 in total; and contribute to a new football pitch and MUGA @

© Proposed Youth and Family Hub site - limited site capacity, not
serviced, will require a small extension into Fawcetts Field to
facilitate dedicated outside space.

@ Short term depot extension - provide secure fencing on northern
boundary to prevent unauthorised access. ? o

© Existing training area - potential to upgrade to artificial turf.

@ Realign fencing and gates to enable better general access to PC's, -
but retaining the screen to the Wessex League pitch, (in 3_} | R
compliance with the FC regulation)

@ New 30x20m MUGA, with modular 12x15m pump track. 3

© Extend the new doorstep space at Moore Close extension, 5
Opportunity for small amount of fixed equipment linked to the ’
wider landscape for younger children.

© NMRA Community Garden, approximately 300m2, located
adjacent to new rear gardens, providing quiet buffer.

@ Increase planted buffer to screen view of base of reservoir (off site)

@ Existing vegetation, biodiversity, green infrastructure o & Y
All the existing tree stock is of a similar age, and there are 3" ;
opportunities to diversify vegetation to create a rich green )
infrastructure that is adaptable and resilient to climate change. »
Implement a management plan to:

Armewood School
Playing Field

« Thin existing stands of trees, remove fencing, plant areas
of under storey shrub layer where possible.

* A planned program of removal and replacement of the
Monterey pines edging the lower field.

+* Enhance biodiversity by planting more bee friendly
grasslands, leaving margins long against hedges, planting ) A
native shrubs and trees with wildlife connectivity in mind, }

pailS
L

BRIOBAE CLose -
3
\ c

MOORE CLOSE,
Em”%

Event space

g NEW MIITON

Draft
Version A
March 2022




A ﬁwu?}x Y
NEw MILTON YMINGTON
ADVERTISER & TIMES

Ground-breaking launch for New Milton
Community Garden at Fawcett’s Field

By Chris March chris.march@advertiserandtimes.co.uk 18 May 2023

SEEDS have finally been sown for a scheme to unite green-fingered New Milton
residents after over two years of planning.

The New Milton Community Garden started to take shape this month when
members of the registered independent charity officially carried out the First
digging on a plot at Fawcett's Field, off Moore Close. Main construction was set
to begin shortly afterwards for a planned summer opening.

As reported in the A&T, New Milton Residents’ Association vice chair Julia
Stamper dreamed up the initiative in 2020 as the strain of Covid-19 lockdowns
took its toll. Mrs Stamper took the idea to New Milton Town Council, saying it
would help people connect with nature and build on community spirit shown in
the pandemic. The Coastal Medical Partnership (CMP) also backed it as a way of
supporting mental health and wellbeing.

Mrs Stamper told the A&T: “People’s awareness of the importance of being in
nature, gardening, observing and protecting wildlife had grown significantly
through the pandemic, and as a keen gardener myself and recognising the
importance of our wildlife and the environment | started the community garden
project as there is no such Facility in our area.



"l First tested the waters by contacting many local groups, schools, our town
council, our health professionals and by putting a notice on Facebook to check
the idea would be supported. An enthusiastic and unanimous yes was received
and we had almost 100 individuals reply with ideas for the garden.”

New Milton Community Garden team dig in as work starts on the plot at Fawcetts

The Town Council backed the project, along with the NMRA, the CMP, New
Milton Men's Shed, the Friends of Ballard Water Meadow, district and county
councillors, and local businesses NMSB and G.Farwell. Funding was secured from
benefactors including the council, NMRA, CMP, councillors, the National Garden
Scheme, and the Barker Mill Foundation. Further funding from other sources, as
well as donations, continues to be sought.

Extolling the garden’s virtues, project member and CMP social prescriber Olly
Leicester said: “I see people who are lonely, who lack a sense of purpose or
passion, who need something or somebody to bond with. Community gardening
offers a free, natural solution to many of these needs. The New Milton
Community Garden is the only project that touches every area of our community;,
from the very young to the very old. It has the support of so many in our town.
At times like these a project that brings people together has never been more
needed.”

Fellow team member and trustee Paul Brockman BEM added the garden would
also allow students to learn about horticulture, pollination and agroforestry.
More team members are also sought.

Email newmiltoncommunitygarden@gmail.com or visit the New Milton Garden
Facebook page.
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Topping out marks another milestone in
creation of larger base for New Milton
Men’s Shed at Fawcett’s Field

By Chris March chris.march@advertiserandtimes.co.uk 18 May 2023

A TOPPING out celebration marked another milestone in the creation of a new,
larger New Milton base for a charity combating loneliness among men.

Members of New Milton Men's Shed recently gathered to commemorate the main
structural completion of their steel-framed workshop on Fawcett's Field, off the
A337 Christchurch Road.

This came over a year after the group’s £103,000 project got the go-ahead from
New Forest District Council, having outgrown its Fernhill Sports Ground base.

Grants and generous donations from the public were attributed to reaching this
stage, as well as members' own efforts.

Back in February the group sought help to plug a £5,000 shortfall brought about
by a £3,000 rise in the development's cost. But it was confident this could be
achieved through continued fundraising activities.

Funding has been provided by the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Community
Foundation via the Charles Burnett Memorial Fund.

Men's shed members have also added to the pot by selling their own handmade
items at stalls during community events.




New Mllton Mens Shed celebrate topplngout I:helr new workshop at Fawcetts

A spokesperson for the group said: “It has been hard work getting to this point
and there is still some way to go.

“Services have yet to be installed, the interior partitioned for chosen tasks and all
aspects checked for safety, but we are very close to achieving our dream of a few
years ago.”

Affiliated to the Men's Shed UK movement, the local group aims to not only be a
social hub for members to meet and chat but also somewhere people can create
items for themselves and the community.

As reported in the A&T, it is hoped the building will be fully completed in time for
meetings to be held there by October.

New members are invited to join New Milton Men's Shed, which meets every
Friday at the Fawcett's Field Social Club between midday and 2pm.

For more information visit newmiltonmensshed.org or the group's Facebook
page.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Barton Common lies centrally and to the south of the Parish of New Milton, a few hundred
metres north of the constantly eroding cliff edge. The section of the Common enclosed by
fencing, comprises approximately 12ha of heath/dry grassland, secondary woodland, isolated
and small clumps of trees, and stands (or brakes) of gorse, bramble and bracken. It is the
larger part of a once more extensive, contiguous area of commeon land and having exchanged
ownership several times, is now part of New Milton Town Council’s (NMTC) landholding (see

Map 7.1).

Barton Common is bisected by a stream flowing roughly north-east to south-west which dries
in late summer most years. This rises on adjacent land to the north, partly fed by a spring,
or springs, within Barton Common North, and has created a shaliow valley in which the
ground lies wet for most of the year. A much smaller stream rises In the woodland in the
north-east corner of the site and at times of high rainfall and in most winters, this is active
and flows into the main stream bisecting the site. There are a few places along the valley
sides where groundwater emerges and seeps through the surface vegetation.

The water course through Barton Common is a tributary of a constantly flowing, larger
stream which runs north-west to south-east to the sea through a deep incision in the soft cliff
to the south of the site, known as Bec(k)ton Bunny.

There is a small gravel-surfaced car park to the west and an informal lay-by adjacent to
Milford Road to the north-east. The site is fenced and nine pedestrian and two vehicular
access gates provide access onto the site. The common is crossed by three public footpaths
and numerous informal paths have developed over time, which gives the public free and open
access to all parts of the site.

There are currently 14 public bench-seats, some of which are dedicated, installed on concrete
pads distributed around the site.

Of particular note is an historical linear ditch and bank feature, along the eastern boundary
running north-east to south-west. Now densely packed with very old holly trees, at its
northern end on the Ordnance Survey map of 1867 (see Appendix 1), this boundary feature
is shown incorporated into a thin strip of woodland.

2. DESCRIPTION

2.1 CULTURAL HISTORY

The local areas of Barton, Milton, Bashley, Ashley and Fernhill are all mentioned in the
Domesday Book of 1086.

There have been records reiating to Milton Parish going back to the 11* Century. Barton
Common lies within one of the six Manors within the parish, Barton Manor, to the south,
Barton Manor was first mentioned in 1559 when John Dowce died and this was mentioned in
his will. It was acquired by William Juniper, and on his death in the wili, there is mention of
Barmeton (Barton) farm. In 1654 it is recorded that Richard Stephens, Lord of Winkton Manor
owned the 'site of the manor’ of Barton and the land remained in that family until 1733 when
it was sold to a Thomas Le Marchant. In 1771 John Le Marchant sold ‘the scite (sic) of the
Manor of Barton’ to Edward Dampier of Corfe Castle; then in 1841 the Tithe map (see
Appendix 1) shows Barton Common in the ownership of John Bursey Esq (and others). Land
changed hands again and subsequently Mr Dampier Crossley who, as an absentee landlord,
had been living in New Zealand for some considerable time, sold the site of the Manor and

the land known as Barton Common, to Mr Alexander Paris in August 1903,
3
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It was generally accepted that local people had free access for activities, including cutting
vegetation, excavating gravel and turning-out livestock either by right or never having been
challenged, and the Counclil had repaired paths and fencing, although where exactly is not
known, for the Common was not enclosed.

In 1904 Mr Paris informed Milton Parish Council that he was now, as the new landowner, in a
position to “take back control from the Council”?®, thereby seeking to prevent activities either
by right or properly exercisable, by those people who could show no evidence of a legal claim
in the land, claiming that parishioners had no right of free access to the land away from a few
well-defined paths. It appears that around this time Milton Parish Council also had some
involvement in the Common. At some point, Mr Paris had created an earth bank across one
particular track (a route to a gravel pit) preventing pedestrian access and installed posts,
curtailing vehicular access to his land. It was reported that his reasons for this action was
because the land had been the victim of abuse by “troublesome people of one kind or
another”(. The actions of Mr Paris were passed to Milton District Council and a Public Inquiry
was held in January 1905 to resolve the issue of a public right of access over the Common or
part of the Common. Several elderly local people gave verbal evidence regarding past
actions of turning-out grazing animals, cutting vegetation, digging gravel, walking freely and
driving vehicies over the land, never having been challenged in their or sometimes, as stated,
their parents’ lifetimes®, After all the evidence had been presented on both sides, the case
was considered a Rights of Way issue and the prevention by the landowner of a public right of
access was contested by Lymington Rural District Council. The dispute escalated and far from
being a local issue, the matter was referred to the High Court in London in 1910. After
further evidence and witness statements the case was dismissed in February 1911 and the
public were granted the right of access along the contested routest®.

Mr Alexander Paris died in January 1925, Thereafter his successor, Mr Leonard Farmer Paris,
soid the land to Lymington Borough Council for a fee of £500 on 13 March 1935 to be used in
perpetuity for public recreation.

However, there is footnote to this episode in Barton Common’s disputed past. On the death
of Mrs Wheable, one of the main protagonists in the fight to secure public rights on the
Common, Mr Leonard Paris, writing in the New Milton and District Advertiser and Lymington
Times in October 1937, not only pays tribute to Mrs Wheable’s “pluck and tenacity” but also
sets the record straight with regard to blocking access. It appears that Mr Alexander Paris
(his father) gained a perpetual injunction against Mrs Wheable in the High Court, restraining
her from interfering with his rights as Lord of the Manor over Barton Common by breaking
down the bank to which earlier reference is made. He also states that his father never
enclosed or attempted to enclose one inch of Barton Common(®,

Thereafter, in 1970 Barton Common was registered as Commeon Land under the Commons
Registration Act 1965. The land was acquired by New Milton Town Council in 1980 and is
now Open Access under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000.

From documents relating to the sale of Barton Farm in September 1895, it is claimed that the
farm had Commoning Rights over Barton Common{”), The sale and subsequent division of the
land into building plots may have extinguished those claimed rights. Similarly, during the
evidence presented at the Court Case, one lady claimed her property had Rights of Pasturage
and Turbary on Barton Common(. It is not known if any of these rights remain or are

relevant today.
2.2 LAND USE HISTORY

The Tithe map of 1841 and associated inventory shows Barton Common (land parcel 176) as
49 acres {19.8 ha), being in the ownership and occupancy of John Bursey Esq {(and others).
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Today, Barton Common is the larger remaining part of this parcel at 30 acres (12 ha), the
other sections (Long Meadow to the west, Barton Common North to the north) having been
severed by metalled roads and partly lost under building development.

There appears to be no documentary evidence showing how Barton Common was “managed”
in the past. During the early 20" Century anecdotal evidence provided by local people during
the disputed Public Rights of Way case, suggested that grazing by livestock (only cattle are
mentioned) was commonplace by people living nearby, that cutting of gorse (furze) was a
regular event and gravel was extracted from several pits both by locals and the highway
authorities for track repairs in the area. When and how often these events took place is not

recorded.

The gravel pits are shown on the 1909 map (see Appendix 1). The largest lies to the north
of Long Meadow and is marked today as a wooded depression of undulating ground. Others
are shown in the now wooded area at the western end of Barton Commeon and in the
southern section of Barton Common North.

Further research is ongoing in relation to the role played by Barton Common and the
surrounding area during the Second World War (1939-45). With the threat of invasion from
Continental Europe at that time, a large proportion of the south coast of England was
defended with an array of both simple and more complex fortifications. These ranged, among
many, from simply the removal of Guide Posts and camouflaging of buildings to the more
substantial construction of concrete pill-boxes and installing large, metal obstacles along the
shore. As far as is known there were no defences installed on Barton Common. Only one
piece of military equipment remains, in the form of an “out-of-situ” single-person defensive
structure, known as an Allan Williams Turret.

The land had been subjected to ad-hoc grazing by all accounts for many years, and historic
maps show the area to be open, rough ground until at least the early 1960s and is noticeable
on contemporary aerial photographs. Since then, there has been a significant reduction in
grazing pressure or a change in the time of year grazing management took place, or both,
because woodland, spreading-out from a few once isolated blocks, began to take hold.

Although smali parcels of coppice are shown locally on the 1841 Tithe map and on the
inventory for the area, no woodland is depicted elsewhere. However, the Ordnance Survey
map of 1867 shows woodland present as a thin strip along the eastern boundary of Barton
Common on the adjacent landholding {the Ashley Clinton Estate). Evidence on the ground
today suggests that this woodland was present within Barton Common but not depicted as
such on the map. There is a well-defined, linear, ditch and bank dominated by very old holly
and there are also old, regrown stools of previously cut sycamore and hazel. More recent
botanical surveys indicate elements of Ancient Semi-natural Woodland in the ground flora
associated with this habitat. The old maps also indicate that this linear boundary was a “3ft
R.H. ("3ft Root of Hedge") and may refer to the height of the bank which supported the old
hedgerow trees and bushes rather than its width. The holly here has been repeatedly cut in
the past and more than likely “managed” by the neighbouring Ashley Clinton Estate tenants

over time.

It is interesting to note that also on the September 1963 aerial photograph of the site, there
appears to be a number of artificial circular features. It is entirely likely that these were
formed by the action of tethered animals.

In 1991 there was an agreement between Southern Water and New Milton Town Council for a
6m easement over a main sewer which runs north-east to south-west, parallel to Barton
Common Road on Town Council land. A large 2m diameter covered, concrete inspection
chamber exists close the northern fence-line (see map Appendix 1).
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A local community group (Long Meadow Community Group) was established in late 2012
encouraged by the New Forest Land Advice Service (NFLAS) and NMTC. This introduced the
local community to wildlife surveys, open days, talks and volunteer conservation
management tasks on Town Council land in the area focusing their attention initially on Long
Meadow. This group later transformed into the Long Meadow and Barton Common Group and
became more involved in Barton Common.

In 2013, NMTC successfully applied for funding to assist management, through Natural
England’s Higher Level Stewardship Scheme (HLS). The scheme funded capital works
comprising the installation of a water trough, stockproof fencing, vehicle and pedestrian
access gates, and pedestrian and animal bridges in 2014, Also, in conjunction with Natural
England and the NFLAS, NMTC appointed an HLS Project Officer. A small team from
Community Payback was also engaged to help with small-scale management tasks.

Restoration took a step forward in August 2014 when six New Forest ponies were introduced.
With the funding provided through HLS, in 2016 large areas were cut using heavy-duty
contract machinery removing scrub and trees which were burnt on-site. This work exposed
more of the heath/dry grassland element as well as the remaining smaller, wet heath/valley
mire components. The introduction of a more structured grazing regime after several years
of neglect, complemented the management work, fully in-line with the general prescriptions
set-out by Natural England(®,

Since early 2017, volunteer groups and major clearance work seemed {o peter-out, for a
variety of reasons, with little activity from this time. However, mowing large sections of the
heath/dry grassland areas has taken place each autumn and grazing, with numbers of
animals and timing varying annually, has also continued. More “heavy-duty” habitat
management work was re-introduced in December 2021 when two small areas of birch,
willow and oak woodland to the east of the stream were cut and cleared. More is planned.

2.3 GEOLOGY AND SOILS

Barton Common lies on the late Eocene deposits of the New Forest (Barton and Headon
beds), comprising sand and clay layers, overlain by more recent fluvio-glacial Pleistocene
terraced gravels. These gravel layers lie close to the surface over much of the site,
supporting thinner, free draining soils. Elsewhere, particularly beside the stream in the
valley, deeper soil layers retain more moisture resulting in ground conditions which are damp

throughout the year.

Rainwater percolating through the gravel layers is impeded on meeting clay layers and water
moves laterally. In places, ground-water seepage points exist, likened to springs, where
thinner gravels overly these impervious clay layers and is most noticeable on the valley sides.

2.4 BIOLOGICAL INFORMATION

Following-on from initial surveys undertaken by amateur naturalists and the Hampshire
Biodiversity Information Centre (HBIC) ecologists in the 1980s, the Barton Common complex
was classified as a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation. The initial HBIC survey was
carried out in 1984 and repeated in 2000 and 2011,

Up to this point, habitat management took the form of both irregular grazing and regularly
mowing large areas of easily accessible and flatter (plateau) areas of dry grassland/heath to
the east and west of the stream. No cuttings were removed. Surrounding the mown areas,
mature scrub and older gorse stands were evident and the woodland developed over former,
open heath/grassland. The small seepage and valley mire communities were being
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significantly reduced in both area and species variety. The site summaries from the HBIC
ecologists undertaking surveys stated:

"A complex site which consists of a mosaic of habitats including Gorse, Bracken and
Birch/Sallow scrub, Bristle Bent and Purple Moor-grass heath, Heather/Gorse mosaic, Bog
Myrtle/Purple Moor-grass mire and Cross-leaved Heath and Heather/Purple Moor-grass wet
heath. A very rich site.” (2000).

"The remaining 13ha of Barton Common (this figure includes the HCC pit and woodland at the
western end - outside the fenced area) is much used for public recreation. It is bisected by a
smalf stream that runs from the north-east to south-west in a valley with gently sloping sides.

It is probable that the Common would formerly have been a mosaic of heathland, dry acid
grassland and Purple Moor-grass (Molinia caerulea) dominated mire, but in the absence of
recent grazing, approximately 50% of the site is now recently-developed scrub, woodland and
Bracken (Pteridium aquilinum) with very small areas of heath, and larger areas of acid
grassland. Very little mire vegetation remains.” (2011).

This information clearly indicates habitat changes were progressing at a rapid pace.
Information on other surveys undertaken at Barton Common is as follows:

2.4.1 Habitats and Flora

Phase II habitat surveys Sep 1984, Oct 2000, Sep 2011 (kindly supplied by HBIC)
Detailed species list of fungi, ferns and allies and flowering plants 2020 and 2021 (kindly
supplied by Phil Collier)

Fungi 2012 (kindly supplied by Gary Paimer)

Ferns and flowering plants 2012 (kindly supplied by Robin Harley)

2.4.2 Invertebrates

Spiders, casual butterfly and moth records and other insects 2005-2012 (kindly supplied by
Gary Palmer)

Butterfly Transect datat'® as part of the UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme (kindly supplied by
Trevor Bumfrey) and is ongoing.

2.4.3 Vertebrates

Herptiles — casual records - undated (kindly supplied by Kevin Hughes/HBIC) and 2005-2012
(kindly suppiied by Gary Palmer)

Adder Survey of Barton Common 2016(*% - (kindly supplied by Trevor Bumfrey)

Birds - breeding birds - survey undated (kindly supplied by K Hughes/HBIC), casual records
on one day in 1984 (K Douglas/HBIC), undated/unnamed (supplied by HBIC) and 2005-2012
(kindly supplied by Robin Harley/Gary Palmer). Casual recording is on-going.

This data is by no means exhaustive. Intensive surveys were undertaken looking at
invertebrates in 2011/12¢2) and flora in 2020/21%% (ongoing) but apart from the longer-
running Butterfly Transect which began in 2013, no other long-term habitat or wildlife
monitoring is known to have been undertaken.

The HBIC survey teams recorded a number of notable heathland/acid grassland species (see
full list at Appendix 2). Part of the woodland displays an Ancient Semi-Natural Woodland
(ASNW) character with records of a few notable ancient woodland indicator species.

From the available habitat data gathered to date, this shows that there has been a significant
reduction in the extent of the more vulnerable seepage mire, valley mire and wet heath
communities. To the west of the stream, a small patch of seepage mire/wet heath
community has almost been lost. This was recorded extending over a wide area in 1984.
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However, seepage still occurs in winter, but the area of wet heath community is now very
small. This is almost certainly as a result of birch and willow scrub, bramble and bracken
encroachment close by and by less intensive grazing management.

For the more mobile wildlife species, evidence from previous surveys shows that at least one
butterfly, the Grayling Hipparchia semele has been lost and four former breeding bird species,
Whitethroat Sy/via communis, Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata, Stonechat Saxicola torquata
and Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinalla. There remain only very small populations of both
Common Lizard (Zootaca vivipara) and Adder {Vipera berus) both of which were found in a
survey of 2016. For the Grayling, many other invertebrates and other wildlife species
generally, losses here are following a worrying national trend. A full list of species is shown

in Appendix 3.

Balancing the habitat management needed to encourage the return of previously recorded
species, whilst ensuring no further losses of vulnerabie habitats, is key to the survival of
Barton Common as a complex and varied wildlife Site of Importance for Nature Conservation.

2.5 FURTHER SURVEY AND MONITORING

Annual surveys and monitoring of individual species, wildlife groups and their habitats is
essential for the future management on any site. Although this annual frequency is ideal,
clearly this is dependent on resource constraints. With good fortune, a number of local,
enthusiastic amateur or ex-professional wildlife surveyors can help supply this information
and fill the gaps. A keen local naturalist is undertaking a stream survey and involves monthly
chemical analysis of the water (phosphate and nitrate concentrations) as well as the macro-
invertebrates present. More often though, specialist surveys, particularly of the iower orders
of plants and invertebrates, will have to be contracted-out. To this end, NMTC is funding an

insect survey in 2022.

Decisions have to be made on whether to record groups/habitats annually or at less regular
intervals. What is paramount, is to plan ahead in order for resources to be made available for

such activities.

The Butterfly Transect around Barton Common includes sections outside the fenced area.
Only data from within the fenced section is used in this Plan. The transect was established in
2013 and is ongoing, undertaken by a small group of volunteers. All information is fed into
the UK Butterfly Monitoring Scheme.

One omission from the surveys to date is a sustained record of the breeding birds. This can
be easily remedied by undertaking a Common Bird Census. It requires no specialist
equipment and involves walking the same route around the site, encountering all habitats
present and recording the presence of birds during the period March to June. This will give
an indication of territories of likely breeding birds, based on song, alarm calls and/or
behaviour indicating breeding (eg carrying nest material). It is recognised that this site is
heavily used by the public and it is expected that the resuits will be less diverse than on
similar habitat sites which are less well-used.

Another survey that can be undertaken relatively easily to provide a wealth of information
with little effort, is a moth survey using a light-trap on just a few suitable nights in the year.
Also, from visual observation walking around the site, herptile records of both amphibians
and reptiles can easily be gained. All casual sightings (butterflies, for example), add to the
records and encouragement should be given for all casual observations from the public or
more expert amateurs to be sent to a central database. '

With advances in aerial photography technology, a useful tool now available to site managers
is the “"drone”. This relatively inexpensive technique can map sites -and accurately pinpoint
8
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features of interest. On wildlife sites, habitats can be clearly shown and any subtle changes
over time noted. Not only that, baseline maps can be overlain with locations of notable
species, events and recent management intervention. By taking images in February (subject
to weather conditions) when all the tree canopy is bare, locations of, for example evergreen
non-natives will be apparent and future habitat management can be plotted. This may
involve the use of companies specialising in this facility, and forward planning for budgetary
purposes is therefore necessary.

2.6 HABITATS

This is an entirely arbitrary separation, but is based on the habitat surveys that have been
carried out, oid photographs and data received from both amateur and professional
naturalists. The site has been apportioned three, very broad habitat types based on this
information; watercourses and associated wetland areas, main woodland block and isolated
units, and plateau heath/dry grassland. These can be further sub-divided and each is
described beiow.

2.6.1 WATERCOURSES/WATERLOGGED AREAS/PONDS
2.6.1.1 Main Water Course (the Barton Common Stream)

+ This stream flows north-east to south-west along a shallow, incised valley. Throughout
the late-autumn and winter there is a flow, but is often dry during late summer.
Frequent, naturally occurring falling debris creates temporary dams, causing some
minor ponding, especially along the south-east side where the valley floor Is wider,
before the ground rises more steeply.

s The stream is heavily shaded by the dense woodland canopy of oak, willow and birch
along most of its length. This cover thins slightly towards the south western end, and
two small areas on both banks of the stream were cut and cleared in December 2021.

» Some trees and shrub cover were selected to remain (oak, yew, evergreen oak,
Rhododendron sp). All arisings were cleared from the site, leaving little or no
deadwood. Some stumps were cut above ground-level, presumably to allow for re-
growth.

» There is a higher proportion of Rhododendron sp at the north-eastern end, closest to
the road.

2.6.1.2 Tributary Stream and Associated Waterlogged Areas

e This rises in the narrow strip of relatively waterlogged mature oak, hazel, sycamore
and holly woodland within the eastern boundary to the west of the Golf Course
buildings.

¢ The flushed areas where drainage is impeded coalesce into a narrow tributary stream
which flows east to west during the late-autumn and winter. Further downhill this joins
the main watercourse in the northernmost area of cleared woodland in December 2021
(upper clearing).

o Little flows in late summer, but the ground remains very damp throughout the year.
Falling debris frequently causes minor deviations in the direction of flow of the tributary
stream creating wider, wetter areas along its length.

e Early surveys show this area to support mire communities of heather, bog myrtle and
purple moor-grass. All appears lost through successional change to woodland.

¢ The vegetation along the length of this waterlogged area now comprises: willow, oak
birch, bramble, some soft rush, remote sedge and broad buckler fern.
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2.6.1.3 Relict Seepage Mire/Open Flush Area/Wet Heath

* To the east of the stream there is a small area of seepage mire (flushed wet heath),
formed along and below a seepage or spring-line. This is the remaining area of a once
more extensive mire community. There is surface water in winter, but most times of
the year is only damp or wet underfoot. Examples of plants present here include bog
myrtle, gypsy wort, bog pimpernel, heather, purple moor-grass and Sphagnum sp.

» Areas cleared of encroaching woody vegetation in 2016 are now being re-colonised by
birch, willow and gorse.

* A narrower, more incised flushed area occurs further to the south but contains none of
the characteristic species above.

+ To the west of the stream early HBIC surveys show a small area containing
characteristic wet heath species in a shallow depression aligned north-west to south-
east. Little now remains.

2.6.1.4 Ponds

« Minor, temporary ponds occur along the main stream where debris blocks the water
course, often most noticeable upstream of the footbridges where flow has been
artificially narrowed.

¢ One larger pond exists and holds water for longer in the spring/summer. This contains
soft rush and hemlock water dropwort.

2.6.2 MAIN WOODLAND BLOCK/SCATTERED SMALL, MATURE AND SEMI-MATURE
TREE STANDS/SITE BOUNDARIES

2.6.2.1 Main Woodland Block

+ This lies to the east of the main stream and occupies the valley floor, rising towards
the eastern boundary of the site. More mature and drier cak/hazel/holly dominated
woodland occurs higher up away from the lower, wetter and waterlogged sections.
Some of the hazel and sycamore has been cut in the iast 10-20 years.

e A significant proportion of this woodland has developed on former heath/dry grassland.
The dominant tree species comprise birch, oak and willow. Scattered within this stand
are sapling yew trees and alder buckthorn.

« Alongside the stream the woodland comprises oak, birch and willow and may well have
developed on former valley mire communities.

» There is evidence of ivy being cut from trees.

e Little lying deadwood is present.

» Scattered throughout the woodland are non-native shrub and tree species, in particular
Rhododendron sp., a few evergreen oak and cherry laurel.

» There are a number of mature sycamores growing from stools cut in the past.

» In the glades cleared in December 2021, individual trees have been singled-out to
grow-on to maturity.

2.6.2.2 Scattered Small, Mature and Semi-mature Tree Stands

+ There are several individual, mature and immature trees within the former open
heath/dry grassland sections. Often surrounded by dense bracken and bramble, these
are usually untouched by annual mowing or grazing.

+ A few bilocks comprise several trees, usually oak and birch (the latter showing signs of
re-growth from previous cutting) and cover a larger area. Some include mature gorse
and Rhododendron sp. as well as evergreen oak and single pine trees.

+ One or two blocks are single trees with large, spreading low branches covering a
significant area of potential heath/grassland.
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Mowing between blocks of mature trees has isolated these, removing the connections,
or corridors, between blocks.

2.6.2.3 Site Boundaries

To the south and east of Barton Common along the fence iines that border the Golf
Course, are stands of mature oak and birch which end abruptly adjacent to tightly
mown, herbicide sprayed and manicured ground. On the Common side of these
fences, are swathes of dense bracken and bramble dominated undergrowth up to 30m
wide in places. One or two more mature blocks of well-developed gorse occur at
intervals.

The eastern boundary is of considerable age and contains many wind-sculptured holly
in a dense, narrow strip, formed on a low earth bank. Some oak, birch, blackthorn,
hawthorn and elder is present.

The northern fenced boundary separates Barton Commeon from Barton Common Road
and comprises dense stands of bramble and bracken approximately 10-15m wide,
interspersed with a few taller, mature blocks of gorse and pockets of species-rich
grassland. Some small maturing oak trees have become established in a short section
along its length. Photographic evidence from 2016() shows that a considerable area
was mown tight to this fence-line.

2.6.3 PLATEAU HEATH/DRY GRASSLAND

2.6.3.1 West of the Stream

This large section covers approximately half the fenced area of Barton Common.
Surveys reveal this habitat to be relatively species poor, dominated by bristle bent
although small patches of heather are present.

Singe oak and willow trees have been left to mature, as well as small clumps of re-
growing birch with their associated margins of bracken and bramble, some young and
more mature gorse.

Many paths cross this section and there are a number of bench seats mounted on
concrete bases.

This grassland grades into bracken, bramble and gorse margins to the north and south,
and down a shallow slope adjacent to the stream at the eastern side.

Small shallow depressions are present at the eastern end, one of which was formerly
an extensive wet heath habitat.

More than half of this large area was cut in October 2021, including stands of maturing
gorse and only a proportion of the cuttings were removed.

2.6.3.2 East of the Stream (excluding the Seepage Mire/flushed slope)

This is a smaller section of heath/dry grassland compared to the area west of the
stream.

Previous surveys show the area to contain more in the way of heather and stands of
mature gorse. ‘

A large block of mature scrub was cleared from this section in 2016, concentrated
towards the southern end and around the seepage mire.

About half this section was cut in October 2021 and all cuttings were left on-site.

2.6.3.3 Isolated Northern Block

An outlying section of dry grassland, accounting for around 5% of the site, is separated
from the main part of the Common by mature and developing secondary woodland.
This is a level area and early surveys show the heath/dry grassland extending much
further south and east than today. Current vegetation comprises bristle bent/Yorkshire
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fog grassland with some heather and purple moor-grass with associated young gorse.
Currently, little birch seedling colonisation or re-growth is evident.

» A significant area of the former heath/dry grassland has been lost under encroaching
scrub woodland of birch and oak which now covers around 50% of this former habitat.

e The mature gorse and margin of bracken adjacent to Barton Common Road held Adder
repeatedly during the survey period in 2016.

s The northern half of this outlying area was cut in October 2021 along with the mature
gorse Adder habitat adjacent to the fence-line. Cuttings were not removed and left as
mulch. The southern half of the area was left uncut.

3. IDEAL MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES

Previous historical and biological survey information is not always used or is often unavailable
to site managers, when assessing priorities for management. Barton Common has some
histarical data, useful in planning future management. For example, HLS prescriptions
highlight both Whitethroat and Yellowhammer as the two species where the recovery of
breeding on-site would indicate successful management. There is no mention in these
prescriptions of Dartford Warbler or Stonechat — both former breeding species, which are now
only seen regularly during autumn and winter. Perhaps it is only a small step to adjust the
management to provide the required habitat for these species to breed once again as well as
the others mentioned?

In the absence of a detailed Management Plan specific to the site, the generic
recommendations provided by HLS are being used as the basis for both habitat and species
management. There are available prescriptions for "Restoration of Species-rich, Semi-natural
Grassland” and “Scrub Management”. These typically, are broad suggestions and give no
indication of site-specific conditions, grazing levels and timing or which areas should be cut
(or if at all), whether on rotation or the times of year this is required to fulfil the objectives ie.
the HLS Indicators of Success. There are however, one or two suggested management
techniques (for exampie, cutting vegetation and dealing with arisings either by burning or
leaving as habitat piles) which can be used to direct future management.

In order to adjust the management prescriptions specific to the site, to encourage the re-
creation (restoration) and spread of diminished habitats and to attract those species that
were once present, examination of the existing wildlife record data base becomes a high
priority. Management has to ensure that there are no further losses of threatened,
vulnerable or nationally or locally impartant species, populations or their habitats.

For such a complex, rich and varied wildlife site, future management has to be designed to:

* encourage the extension of now diminished rare mire/wet heath habitat, and the return
of former species that have recently disappeared from the site

¢ ensure no further loss of more vulnerable habitats

» create conditions essential for successful breeding of now rare or unusual species

o take account of recommendations already provided by specialist ecologists and wildlife
surveyors

» change and adapt management techniques in the light of experience gained, by more
frequent, systematic recording of both habitats and their associated species

¢ reduce areas mechanically cut, ensuring those that remain are done sympathetically
and efficiently (for example, all arisings to be removed}

o change livestock type from horses to cattle (ideally Ivermectin-free) and balance
numbers for maintenance grazing rather than continued restoration

» ideally change the timing of grazing to spring (end of May) through to late-autumn
(end of October) with a maximum of 4 cows. Alternatively, 6-9 cows for the period
mid-September to the end of February (ground conditions dependent), and
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establish a long-term programme of rotational intervention (woodland clearance, scrub
control and with mowing If necessary etc).

4. HABITAT MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTIONS AND RATIONALE

Refer to Map 7.2 - Compartments for Management Planning

4.1 WATERCOURSES/WATERLOGGED AREAS/PONDS

4.1.1 Main Water Course (the Barton Common Stream) — Compartment 7

4.1.1.1 Proposal/Prescription:

Remove almost all trees on each' side up to 10m, between the upper footbridge
(adjacent to the road) and about 25-30m upstream of the lower footbridge (nearest
the Golf Course).
Some larger oak boles to be left in-situ after crown removal. f
Ali other tree stumps to be cut to ground level except some willow {coppicing and

pollarding).
Some of the larger cut material (down to 75mm diameter) should be sectioned into 1m

lengths and stacked in tight piles, randomly scattered.

4.1.1.2 Rationale:

4.1.2 Tributary Stream and Associated Waterlogged Areas - Compartment 7 1

4.1.2.1 Proposal/Prescription:

The valley floor is flatter and wider in places. Trees and shrubs here are relatively
recent (save for one or two mature specimens) and most likely have developed over
previous valley mire communities. Clearing trees and shrubs will open the area to
potentially more grazing and reduce transpiration, providing conditions for valley mire
communities to develop slowly over time.

Retaining tree boles will create standing dead-wood habitat which, in recently colonised
woodland is in short supply.

Cut some willow stumps higher. Some re-growth is desirable as this provides an early
nectar source and is a food-plant for many invertebrates. Regular cutting of one or
two each year on a 10-year rotation will maintain these in a healthy condition.

If, as predicted, summer temperatures are set to increase, there is always a risk of fire
on drier, heathland/grassland sites. Wider, open areas create fire-breaks and may
control spread in the event of fires elsewhere on-site.

Tightly stacked, short-length wood piles provide humid, slowly rotting habitat for
invertebrates and may assist overwintering herptiles.

Over time, extend the tree and shrub clearance from the upper glade (created in
December 2021), upstream to the oak/hazel woodland near to the site boundary
adjacent to the Golf Course storage area. This is to be a wide, 20-30m swathe,
keeping the stream/flush on the north-west side acting as a “boundary”.

The boles of a few larger oaks to be left in-situ after crown removal.

All other stumps to be cut to ground level, except for a few willows which should be
allowed to re-grow as either coppice or pollard.

Some of the larger cut material should be sectioned into 1m lengths and stacked (see
above). !
Allow natural debris dams to create ponded areas upstream.
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4.,1.2,2 Rationale:

*» Removing shade and opening-up this flushed area will encourage conditions assisting in
the development of a mire community, thereby extending this currently under-
represented and threatened habitat on this site.

+ Retaining boles will create standing dead-wood habitat which, in recently colonised
woodland Is in short supply.

» Retention of water in a flushed area from natural dams will maintain a high water-table
necessary for wetland habitat development. In this location the absence of footbridges
will cause no inconvenience or harm to the visiting public.

o This will create a ride/fire-break through the woodland and may help control spread in
the event of an adjacent heath/dry grassiand fire.

» A wider, open swathe through the woodland will encourage a greater diversity of plant
species and may lead to an increase in the numbers of woodland edge or heath/dry
grassland butterfiies and other invertebrates.

o Tightly stacked, short-length wood piles provide humid, rotting habitat for
invertebrates and may assist overwintering herptiles.

4.1.3 Relict Seepage Mire/Open Flush Areas/Wet Heath - Compartments 6 and 9

4.1.3.1 Proposal/Prescription

« The small seepage mire area to the east of the stream (Compartment 6) should be
extended slightly further to the south, around the slope, by removal of more
aggressive, woody encroaching vegetation, particularly birch, willow and gorse re-
growth. Some alder buckthorn should remain.

e To the west of the stream (Compartment 9) encroaching scrub should be controlled
over the former wet heath to expose the spring line. Refrain from regular mowing.

4.1.3.2 Rationale:

» For the open, flushed area cutting back woody vegetation not only extends available
ground for re-colonisation by valley mire community species, but reduces transpiration,
thereby helping to raise the water table.

» Opening-up and/or removing more woody vegetation along the spring lines provides
conditions which allows the rare wet heath/mire community species to re-colonise the
wetter ground. Grazing only will aid re-colonisation.

4.1.4 Ponds - Compartment 7

4.1.4.1 Proposal/Prescription:

» Temporary ponding along the main stream is to be encouraged, unless footbridges and
public safety are compromised. Any debris causing dangerous ponding can be
removed to alleviate the immediate danger. At other times and in other locations, all
debris should be ieft until the stream has dried in late summer and then removed as
appropriate,

» The larger, permanent pond should have the majority of tree cover removed on the
north, east and west sides. The pond area should be extended and deepened over one
half to two-thirds on the southern side.

» Alternate halves of the pond should be cleaned-out {scraped) every 10 years.
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4,1.4.2 Rationale:

Debris dams can be temporary. Flooding upstream is useful to wildlife to retain a high
water-table or a pond in a developing valley mire system and may encourage many
species, particularly invertebrates and herptiles associated with temporary high water-
tables, to feed and breed successfully.

Clearing most of the tree cover will reduce leaf fall into the pond and thereby maintain
low-nutrient status. Leaving some taller cover to the south will create some shade and
may reduce proliferation of filamentous algae.

A larger, deeper pond will maintain a depth of water in late-winter and early spring for
a range of amphibians and many invertebrates to breed successfully.

Deepening the pond to the north, away from the outfall ensures some retained water
at all times.

Excavated material when initially deepened, should be spread on the “higher” side and
excess water, seeds and wildlife be allowed to drain into the pond for re-colonisation.
Maintenance scraping is essential to retain a depth of water and remove the source of
nutrient build-up (leaves, debris etc). Material excavated should be minimal and can
be spread around the margins and pulled-back by the digger bucket into a thin layer.
Cleaning out a pond is a major and potentially wildlife disruptive intervention. By
clearing-out only half the pond at a time, this helps to retain at least some of the
wildlife to enable more rapid re-colonisation of the cleared section.

4.2 MAIN WOODLAND BLOCK/SCATTERED SMALL, MATURE AND SEMI-MATURE TREE
STANDS/SITE BOUNDARIES

4.2.1 Main Woodland Block - Compartments 2 and 3

4.2.1.1 Proposal/Prescription:

Re-work the hazel coppice along the narrow strip adjacent to the eastern fence line
(see Appendix 2 - Compartment 2). There is evidence of previous coppicing and is
ready for re-cutting. Divide this section into a few smaller “sub-compartments” and
cut a section on rotation. Temporary chestnut-paling fencing (to be removed at the
end of the growing season) may be necessary to protect re-growth from browsing
livestock.

Create a north-east south-west ride from somewhere near the Golf Course storage
area on the eastern boundary through the central part of the woodland, using the
tributary stream and waterlogged areas as the north-west boundary.

On the southern and eastern side of the isolated heath/dry grassland to the north of
the site, cut back and clear a significant proportion of the thinly growing birch and oak.
Remove ail non-native species.

Gradually remove older, more mature sycamore.

Leave ivy and other climbers to grow.

Leave all windthrown trees in-situ except where blocking main paths.

Leave tightly packed random piles of 1m deadwood lengths on the woodland/grassland

margin.

4,.2.1.2 Rationale:

Hazel has a limited life as a shrub species. Regular cutting (minimum 7 years) of the
"stools” promotes active re-growth and ensures longevity of the plant. The fruits
{nuts) are an essential part of the diet of some small mammals (for example, Common
Dormouse). The fleshy leaves are attractive as food to many invertebrate larvae.
Replanting with new saplings increases the density, and therefore greater cover and
potential feeding for birds and small mammals.
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A wide grassy, woodland flora dominated ride will allow light and air to the woodland
floor. It will provide a corridor and connectivity for the movement of wildlife between
the Isolated heath/dry grassland blocks; particularly flying insects which will in turn
attract bats to feed. This will also act as a firebreak in the event of a fire elsewhere
on-site.

Small numbers of Silver-washed Fritillary butterfly are recorded each year. These are
mostly recorded along the woodland margins and boundary features. Open areas in
woodland may provide conditions for the foodplant (Violets Viola sp) to colonise.
Reducing the cover of semi-mature woodland on the southern side of the isolated
heath/dry grassland will provide conditions for this habitat to extend southwards.
Older aerial photos show this habitat once extended further south than it does today.
Connecting to the ride will assist movement of wildlife around the site.

Ivy and honeysuckle are extremely valuable habitat, particularly when densely clothing
a tree trunk. It provides sheltered overwintering places for invertebrates and nesting
sites for Wren and Treecreeper for exampie, both of which are present, in spring.
Removal of sycamore reduces the amount of seed cast, thereby slowing proliferation in
the woodland block.

Any windthrown trees should be left in-situ to gradually decompose. Any top/trunk
lying a cross an established path should be removed for access and cut material
stacked close-by.

Tightly stacked, short-length wood piles provide humid, rotting habitat for
invertebrates and may assist overwintering herptiles.

4.2.2 Scattered Small Mature and Semi-mature Tree Stands - Compartments 5, 6 and 9

4.2.2.1 Proposal/Prescription:

.

Remove isolated, individual, immature trees, particularly in the vicinity of seepages.
Remaove non-native species from within larger, more mature blocks.

Ensure margins of bracken and immature gorse are retained especially on south-facing
sides of more mature blocks. Place a few random piles of tightly packed deadwood and
heaps of cut vegetation at the margin of the block/bracken margin.

Margins should be carefully cut on rotation so not all are cut at once.

All tree stands should be connected by taller, more mature heath/grassiand and a plan
of management devised to ensure these blocks are not isolated.

Retained mature tree blocks should have piles of deadwood within them.

Crown-lift some of the more spreading or collapsed specimens.

4.2.2.2 Raticnale:

Singled trees within the open flushed areas and heath/grassland are of little value
when management favours other less common habitat. Trees in wetter areas assist in
their drying-out and should be removed thereby raising the water table which helps
sustain priority habitats.

Southern facing boundaries should be carefully managed to retain dense bracken (both
standing and lying), bramble and immature gorse. This ecotone is ideal for reptiles.
Connectivity is key to ensure safe movement of invertebrates, reptiles and small
mammals especially on sites heavily used for public recreation.

Tightly stacked, short-length wood piles provide humid, rotting habitat for
invertebrates and may assist overwintering herptiles. Heaps of vegetation act likewise.
By crown-lifting, this reduces the amount of shade cast and opens-up the understorey
for gorse, bramble and bracken colonisation, creating conditions for some breeding
birds {particularly scrub and leaf warblers).
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4.2.3 Site Boundaries - Compartments 1, 4, 8 and 10

4.2.3.1 Proposal/Prescription:

The southern boundary line and eastern line (outside the woodland block and away
from the historical feature) should be exposed by removing about 30% of the oak
and/or birch trees. Where these are removed, the dense bramble and bracken should
be cleared to create south-facing “bays”, between blocks of cak/bramble/bracken
which should be allowed to mature.

Along the eastern boundary, thin the more mature holly creating “gaps” which can be
re-planted with a mixture of native hedgerow species (hazel, wild rose, hawthorn and
blackthorn, for example).

The northern boundary species composition should be retained and small blocks of
gorse and oak encouraged to mature.

Should mowing be the preferred management tool, the margin against the
grassland/heath should not be straight. This edge should he scalloped, connecting the
pockets of species-rich grassland to the main heath/dry grassland community.

Cut material should be piled in the smaller stands left to mature, in line with HLS
recommendations :

4.2.3.2 Rationale:

To allow small sections to mature, particularly those already containing gorse, scrub
warblers {(especially Dartford Warbler) may find it attractive and dense enough to
breed.

On the southern and eastern boundaries, the bays will provide conditions for more
species-rich grassland to develop. On the southern boundary, HBIC surveyors
recorded devil’s-bit scabious here, but has not been seen for some time.

On the northern boundary, being south facing this creates a longer, grassland/tail
herb/scrub margin (ecotone) and will be ideal for Adders which have in the past been
recorded here.

By thinning the existing holly along the eastern margin and re-planting with native
hedgerow species, this will increase the density and variety of species which in turn will
support more wildlife, particularly breeding birds.

Small blocks of gorse should be allowed to mature for up to 15 years. Dartford
Warblers favour more mature growth to nest (as do other target species). A rotational
cutting programme should therefore be established and implemented.

Piles of decomposing cut material provide safe and undisturbed overwintering sites for
a whole range of wildlife, particularly herptiles, and especially on sites heavily used for
public recreation,

The developing more species-rich grassland will also attract livestock (especially where
cattle are used) to graze and is preferable to keeping the vegetation in check compared
to frequent mowing.

4.3 PLATEAU HEATH/DRY GRASSLAND

4.3.1 West of the Stream - Compartment 9

4.,3.1.1 Proposal/Prescription:

By changing the timing of grazing and adjusting the number of livestock it should be
possible to limit the amount of cutting/coilecting in future.

Should cutting/collecting still be necessary in the early years of the Plan, split the area
into smaller units and seek to cut/collect less often, allowing the heathland to recover.
Where practical, use hand-powered machinery.
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Allow some of the blocks to mature, especially gorse, the remainder begin a rotational
3-year cutting programme of just a few small areas at a time.
Keep any regular mowing (if needed) to a minimum width along the main paths.

4.3.1.2 Rationale

The correct timing and levels of grazing livestock should be sufficient to maintain all
representative habitats, without annual intervention {mowing) on such a large scale.
By dividing the area intoe smaller units and instigating a less invasive 3-year rotation
cutting/collecting programme, this allows the development of heathland in favour of
current grass-dominated and species-poor swards. Sections left undisturbed by drastic
cutting/clearing enable invertebrates and herptiles a minimum of three years to breed
and spread-out.

Cutting late in the year with few livestock on-site can be counter-productive. Cutting
in a mild and wet autumn promotes new grass growth (the aftermath). Grazing
animals will favour the new growth and reject the taller, more rank and possibly flower
rich sections. With fewer cuts and less new growth, animals are “forced” to seek out
poorer quality grassliand, the grazing of which is the main reason for having livestock
on-site,

The public will stick to the paths they know, or can be directed along the mown tracks,
keeping disturbance to a minimum elsewhere. On currently less well-used tracks aliow
sections of vegetation to “connect” across a narrow length of path leaving a short
section unmown across the full width.

4.3.2 East of the Stream (excluding the Seepage Mire/flushed slope) - Compartment 5

4.3.2.1 Proposal/Prescription

By changing the timing of grazing and adjusting the number of livestock it should be
possible to limit the amount of cutting/collecting in future.

Should cutting/collecting still be necessary in the early years of the Plan, split the area
into smaller units and seek to cut/collect less often, allowing the heathland to recover.
Allow some of the blocks to mature, especially gorse, the remainder begin a rotational
3-year cutting programme of just a few small areas at a time.

Keep any regular mowing {if needed) to a minimum width along the main paths.

4.3.2.2 Rationale

The correct timing and levels of grazing livestock should be sufficient to maintain all
representative habitats, without annual intervention on such a large scale.

By dividing the area into smaller units and instigating a less invasive 3-year rotation
cutting/collecting programme, this allows the deveiopment of heathland in favour of
current grass-dominated and species-poor swards. Sections left undisturbed by drastic
cutting/clearing enables invertebrates and herptiles a minimum of three years to breed
and spread-out.

Cutting late in the year with few livestock on-site can be counter-productive. Cutting
in a mild and wet autumn promotes new grass growth (the aftermath). Grazing
animals will favour the new growth and reject the taller, rank and possibly flower rich
sections. With fewer cuts and less new growth, animals are “forced” to seek out poorer
quality grassland, the grazing of which is the main reason for having livestock on-site.
The public will stick to the paths they know, or can be directed along the mown tracks,
keeping disturbance to a minimum elsewhere. On currently less well-used tracks allow
sections of vegetation to “connect” across a narrow length of path leaving a short
section unmown across the full width.
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4.3.3 Isolated Northern Block — Compartment 11

4.3.3.1 Proposal/Prescription

+ Records show that until recently the area of heath/dry grassland extended further east
and south and to ensure its long-term productivity for wildlife, this habitat should be
extended to cover at least the area recorded in the past. This will involve the removal
of a significant amount of secondary woodland growth of birch, oak, holly and wiliow.

+ Reduce the amount of widespread mowing, to favour more dense stands of gorse and
bracken at the margins. Any cutting should be by hand-powered tools.

* Some timber from the cutting should be stacked in tight piles around the margins.

+ Should it prove necessary to manage this area by mechanical cutting, then a 3-year
cutting cycle should be implemented.

4.3.3.2 Raticnale

» Woodland creates shade, favouring growth of bracken and bramble. Removal of trees
exposes the more level areas of ground to light and heat, necessary for the
heathland/dry grassland community to re-establish. This also lowers transpiration
rates and helps maintain a higher water table where ground slopes-away merging into
more waterlogged ground. Reduction of leaf litter maintains a nutrient poor soil type,
necessary for heath/dry grassland establishment.

s By extending the habitat eastwards, this will merge into the waterlogged area in the
woodland, enabling the possibie regeneration of former dry grassland/wet heath
community ecotone and with the view to re-creating valley mire.

» Retaining more dense growth around the margins of this block will provide more stable

conditions for herptiles (especially Adders).
« The provision of tightly-stacked timber from the tree cutting will give opportunity for

undisturbed over-wintering sites.

» In the absence of suitable grazing or where cutting is preferred, dividing this block into
three sub-units ensures that only a small proportion of the total area is cut at any one
time, thus controlling the establishment of woody vegetation and giving wildlife at least
two years of undisturbed breeding.

5. PHASED HABITAT MANAGEMENT WORK PLAN 2022-2032
5.1 PHASE 1 Years 1 and 2: January/February 2022 - March 2024

Phase 1: Main Priorities
o Write a Management Plan

» Establish a programme of regular, repeat and new surveys and monitoring of habitats
and their associated wildlife

s Document all activities as an Event Record detailing habitat management and events
which may impact the site integrity, livestock or wildlife as well as the effort (in man-
hours) undertaken by volunteers or contractors.

+ Introduce cattle as the preferred grazing animal as soon as possible. Adjust grazing
levels and timing, in line with other heathland sites, so as to reduce the requirement of
more damaging extensive mowing as a management technique.

» Begin removal of all non-native and other undesirable species.
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Cut/clear seedling and re-growth birch/willow by hand from seepage mire and uncut
heath/dry grassland sections (Compartments 6 and 9).

Extend heath/dry grassland plateau communities along northern boundary by reducing
the depth/width of the bracken/bramble margin, creating a series of bays/scallops to
increase this ecotone (Compartments 9 and 10).

Select sacrificial areas to be used long-term for piling brash, cuttings, logs etc and as
fire-sites.

Phase 1: Secondary Objectives

Ensure all survey information collected is disseminated widely.

Create a coppice rotation cutting plan. Cut/coppice smaller, invasive sycamore and
begin to restore hazel stools (Compartment 2).

Purchase and plant hazel saplings in coppiced area fo increase stool density over time.
Select some older holly in eastern hedgerow, cut back to create gaps and begin native
hedgerow species planting programme. Acquire hedgerow plants in small numbers

annually from the Woodland Trust (Compartment 1).

Reduce the area of heath/dry grassland plateau communities mown each year to a
minimum to meet objectives and ensure any areas that are mown have all cuttings
removed (Compartments 5, 9 and 11).

Set long rotation scrub control programme (up to 15 years for some gorse blocks) and,
if needed, a grassiand cutting programme {(minimum 3-year rotation).
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Barton Common SINC Management Plan-December 2022

5.2 PHASE 2 Years 2-5: April 2024 - March 2027

Phase 2: Main Priorities

Phase

Ensure a programme of regular, repeat and new surveys and monitoring of habitats
and their associated wildlife.

Document all activities as an Event Record detailing habitat management and events
which may impact the site integrity, livestock or wildlife as well as the effort {(in man-
hours) undertaken by volunteers or contractors.

Create the opportunity for restoration of valley mire communities adjacent to the
main stream by widening the stream bed in places (Compartment 7).

Clear debris and overhanging vegetation in and around the pond. Extend margin,
and deepen, away from the outfall end (Compartment 7}.

Extend existing rare, wet heath/seepage mire communities and restore former areas
along seepage lines, now covered in scrub or woodland, east and west of the stream,
by cutting/clearing tall, woody vegetation, bracken and bramble (Compartments 6, 7
and 9).

Thin-out birch/oak from western side of the stream to enable access for stream
widening (Compartment 7).

Extend upper clear-fell area (last cut in December 2021) along tributary stream and
waterlogged ground in woodland to provide conditions to re-establish wet
heath/valley mire communities. Create a few tightly-packed log piles (Compartment
7).

Extend existing and restore former heath/dry grassland plateau habitat by clearing
encroaching scrub and woodland in the northern outlying sector (Compartment 11).

Cut/clear seedling and re-growth birch/willow from heath/dry grassland plateau areas
(Compartments 5 and 9).

2: Secondary Objectives
Ensure all survey information collected is disseminated widely.

Cut/coppice smaller, invasive sycamore and begin to restore hazel stools
(Compartment 2).

Purchase and plant hazel in coppiced area to increase stool density over time.
Select some older holly in eastern hedgerow, cut back to create gaps and begin
native hedgerow species planting programme. Acquire hedgerow plants in small
numbers annually from the Woodland Trust (Compartment 1).

Cut one or two older gorse stands to start a 15-year cutting cycle.

Establish a 3-year rotational cutting programme for the heath/dry grassland plateau

areas.
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Barton Common SINC Management Plan-December 2022

5.3 PHASE 3 Years 5-10: April 2027 - March 2032

Phase 3: Main Priorities

Cut-back all overhanging, low oak/willow branches on the north side of the trees on
the southern boundary (Compartment 8).

Reduce the amount of low-branch spread on isolated trees/blocks to allow the
heath/dry grassland on the plateau areas to spread outwards (Compartments 5 and
9).

Increase the variety of habitats for wildlife by creating gaps and re-planting/bulking-
up the eastern hedgerow boundary with native shrub-species (Compartment 1).

Open a wide ride through the woodland block running north-east, south-west. Cut
larger timber to short lengths and retain some for tightly-packed log piles. Stack
beside the ride, just inside the woodland. Manage ride-sides on 2-year rotation,
removing all arisings. All arisings to be piled in sacrificial areas for habitat piles and
added to at each cutting (Compartment 3).

Cut/clear seedling and re-growth birch/willow from all areas prone to establishment.

Create small areas of bare ground for Hymenoptera on the drier plateaus and a more
“vertical” face adjacent to the pond (Compartments 7 and 9).
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Barton Common SINC Management Plan-December 2022
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Barton Common SINC Management Plan-December 2022

APPENDIX 1 - Old Maps of Barton Common

First Ordnance Survey map 1867 (kindly supplied by Nick Saunders - NMHS)
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Barton Common SINC Management Plan-December 2022

APPENDIX 1 - continued

- A
.

i - N FT——
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Ordnance Survey map extract 1909 (kindly supplied by Nick Saunders — NMHS)

Southern water sewer route and easement
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Barton Common SINC Management Plan-December 2022

APPENDIX 2 - Compartment 2: Coppice Management Programme

Year Winter Sub-compartment
2022/23
2023/24
2024/25
2025/26
2026/27
2027/28
2028/29
2029/30
2030/31
2031/32
2032/33
2033/34
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Barton Common SINC Management Plan-December 2022

APPENDIX 3 - Species Lists

See separate document,
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FRIENDS OF BALLARD WATER MEADOW
(Chairman: Bob Lord)

22 Becton Lane
Barton on Sea
New Milton
BH25 7AA

Home: 01425-612231
Mobile: 07905-249587

21 March 2023

Dear Graham

At the Amenities Committee meeting on 23rd January, in response to Public Participation
contributions, the Chairman invited The Friends of Ballard Water Meadow to send in more
information about designating Ballard Water Meadow and Woar Copse as a Local Nature
Reserve for consideration in detail (with costings) by the Committee.

The Friends of Ballard Water Meadow have expanded our initial proposal in the light of
Chairman’s invitation in more detail, and have put together the attached considered and
costed submission, not only for Ballard Water Meadow and Woar Copse, but also Barton
Common. Both sites are currently classified by Hampshire County Council as Sites of
Importance for Nature Conservation.

Our questions to you at this early stage are:

1. Having been invited to submit our proposal, how do we progress this and get our
submission on the agenda for discussion by the Town Council?

2. We are unsure whether this needs to be debated by the Amenities Committee or do we,
through you, submit it to the full Town Council for their consideration?

We realise that it is probably quite a busy time with the upcoming elections, but we would
really appreciate your advice on this. It has been suggested that in this Coronation Year,
having two Local Nature Reserves designated in New Milton and Barton on Sea would
represent a further significant commitment by the Town Council to wildlife and nature
conservation locally.

A copy of the proposal is attached for your information and we look forward to hearing from
you.

Yours sincerely,

Lot L

Bob Lord
Chairman
Friends of Ballard Water Meadow

Friends of Ballard Water Meadow (Est: 2005)
www. friendsofballardwatermeadow. co.uk




